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THE LUTHERAN 


“*Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free’? 


WE MUST—An expression of obligation by Secretary S. White Rhyne for the Parish and 
Church School Boatd’s appeal to the churches. 


“If there ever was a time when loyalty was needed that time is now.” 


FORTY-FIVE YEARS—tThe time of Patriarch Muhlenberg’s pastoral service in Amer- 
ica. Dr. E. E. Flack writes: 


“The Lutheranism which he engendered has been a living force 


from his day to ours.” 


AFTER TWENTY MONTHS—tThe wife of Chaplain Arthur C. Piepkorn has written: 
**My husband is one of three hundred plus Army and Navy chaplains 


who represent the determination of the Lutheran Church that the 
members who enter the service of their country shall not march 


alone.”’ 


SIXTEEN QUESTIONS— Whose answers by Secretary W. H. Greever indicate what 
delegates to the Louisville convention of the U. L. C. A. will consider October 14-21, as a 
“Supreme desire for the perfect realization of the perfect will of 


God, obedience to the direction of the Holy Spirit . . . and zeal for 


the cause of Christ in a miserable world.” 
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The Thirteenth Biennial Convention of 


The United Lutheran Church in America 
Louisville, Ky. October 14-21, 1942 


The following questions and answers are released by the officers and 
the United Lutheran Church in America, 39 East 35th St., New York, N. Y. 


1. What is to be the keynote of this 
convention? 


Home and Foreign Missions. 


2. How will the keynote be emphasized 
and carried through? 


By the Heyer celebration on Friday 
night, October 16, and the Muhlenberg 
celebration Sunday night, October 18, 
and by a special meeting of delegates 
Tuesday afternoon, October 20. 


3. What visual emphasis will be given to 
the keynote? 


The prominent and constant display 
of the convention motto: “The Church 
must be planted” (Muhlenberg); “I am 
ready now” (Heyer). 


4. What will be done for a “follow-up” 
of the Convention Emphasis on mis- 
sions, so as to get it out to the con- 
gregations? 

All delegates will be assembled on 
Tuesday afternoon, October 20, for 
preparation to go, in person, to all U. L. 
C. A. churches, right after the conven- 
tion, in order to carry the missionary 
message. This includes lay delegates. 


5. What needs for this emphasis will 
appear from the reports presented? 


The report of the Foreign Mission 
Board will show emergency needs in 
fields affected by the war, and will 
show what wonderful opportunities, 
with corresponding needs, are bound 
to follow the war. It will show also 
that the average contribution, by con- 
firmed members in the U. L. C. A,, 
last year, was less than one-half of one 
cent per week, for foreign missions. 
That was contributions on “apportion- 
ment,” but including all “extras” the 
average was less than ene cent per 
week. 

The report of the Board of American 
Missions will show that the task of that 
Board has been vastly increased by war 
conditions. The sudden establishment 
of great new war-industry population 
centers alone has imposed a staggering 
responsibility. The sudden shifting of 
population has increased needs in fields 
already occupied, and the contributions 
for all of this work are still on the 
basis of less than one cent per week 
for each confirmed member. 


6. What points of emphasis will be pre- 
sented by the Board of Social Mis- 
sions? 

(1) The need for better understand- 
ing and deeper motivation for the 


“ministry of mercy.” (2) The need for 
“applied Christianity” in the practices 
of daily life, in all relationships. (3) 
The need for planned activities in per- 
sonal and congregational evangelism. 
(4) The need for a right understanding 
of the responsibilities of the Church in 
relation to present world problems. 


7. What will the Report of the Board of 
Education reveal? 


(1) A deepening conviction in the 
Church that the maintenance of high- 
grade Christian colleges and of efficient 
theological seminaries is essential to 
the life and mission of the Church. (2) 
Evidence of acute problems in the 
maintenance of present institutions, 
and need for greatly increased support. 
(3) A growing concern on the part of 
the Church for a trained leadership, 
especially in the ministry, which is 
strong in both knowledge and zeal. 


8. What points in the Report of the Par- 
ish and Church School Board will 
challenge special interest? 


(1) The excellent literature provided 
for use in instruction in religion by 
Sunday and weekday schools. (2) 
The efficient organization for sys- 
tematic and thorough work in parish 
education. (3) The problems arising 
out of the increasing monopoly of time 
of the children by the secular schools; 
and this war-time shifting of popula- 
tion; and the increasing difficulties in 
accessibility of children, arising out of 
the gradual disappearance of estab- 
lished and ordered home life. 


9. What will be outstanding in the Re- 
port of the Board of Deaconess 
Work? 


Certain facts: (1) That the Church 
is equipped to train consecrated women 
for life work in the Church. (2) That 
congregations and institutions do not 
appreciate the value of the special 
services of deaconesses sufficiently to 
make an impressive demand for those 
services. (3) That there is a marked 
scarcity of candidates for training. (4) 
That the Church needs to know the 
answer to the question of life work for 
women in its program. 


10. What will come before the conven- 
tion in connection with the Report of 
the Board of Ministerial Pensions and 
Relief? 


(1) The fact of inadequate funds 
from present income for payment of 
minimum pensions. (2) The necessity 
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of deciding questions concerning a new 
contributory pension plan. (3) The 
necessity for a definite declaration on 
the character of the present endow- 
ment fund—whether a permanent trust 
fund or not, and its relation to the pro- 
posed contributory plan. (4) The 
status of ministers and congregations 
not entering ;the contributory plan. 
(See literature.) 


11. What points of special significance 
will appear in the Report of the 
Board of Publication? 


(1) That the Board of Publication is 
the service Board to individuals, con- 
gregations, institutions, other boards, 
agencies, and auxiliaries, in the work 
specifically assigned to all of these 
groups and agencies. (2) That it is 
organized and operated according to 
the best business principles and 
policies. (3) That it is offering a 
wealth of worthy literature, for every 
need of the Church, at a reasonable 
cost. (4) That it is making good pro- 

(Continued on page 23) 
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“In This Sign Conquer” 


Wir no apologies for borrowing, THE LUTHERAN in- 
vites the attention of its readers to an ancient tradition. 
They are reminded of the legend of Constantine, the 
emperor, at war with his rival, Licinius. According to 
the story, this aspirant for sole authority over the vast 
resources of the domain of Rome, had a vision in the 
year 312 of the Christian era. He saw a cross in the sky 
and the words, “In this sign conquer.” He was moved 
by the dream to lift the cross from its despised and pro- 
scribed place in Roman life to acknowledgment as the 
religious emblem of the empire. 

In the war in which the United States and its allies 


are engaged, emperors have been displaced by con- 
gresses and parliaments. Not the banner of an emperor, 
but the capitol of the people’s government is the sign 
of secular authority. But the principles which the 
United Nations are struggling to maintain and extend 
are implied in the teachings of our Gospel. They are the 
developments of nineteen centuries of witnessing to the 
values of human character and the equality of men and 
women before their Maker. As surely as the will of 
Christ is sought and obeyed in this struggle, so surely 
will our liberties be preserved. 

It is proper then to place the cross above the capitol. 


THE LUTHERAN 


ip gaa in the News 


Publicity for Religious Education 

RELIGIouS education week, September 27-October 4, 
will receive unusual publicity this year, beginning with 
an NBC program on Sunday afternoon. This broadcast 
will include addresses by religious educators in Wash- 
ington, Chicago, London, Rio de Janeiro, Montreal, San 
Francisco. 

President Roosevelt, writing to Dr. Roy Ross of the 
International Council of Religious Education, officially 
endorsed the “Religious Education Week.” He wrote, 
“The young must be taught, and they must be taught 
truly if the spring-waters of democracy are to be kept 
untainted.” 


Defense Workers and Churches 

BiccEst problem of the church on the home front is 
ministry to the migrants. Millions of people are moving. 
Towns have doubled and tripled in population in a year. 

Consider the story of Pascagoula, Mississippi, a boom 
town, whose shipyard is re- 
sponsible for an influx of 6,000 
workers and their families this 
year. 

How can the churches reach 
these newcomers? Says the 
Rev. J. C. Crane, of the Pres- 
byterian church, “through the 
kindly, unselfish acts of church 
members who welcome the 
workers into their own lives 
and then into their churches.” 
\ As an example, Dr. Crane 
tells how Mrs. Wilkins, one of his Sunday school teach- 
ers, sat up one night with a sick child of one of these 
defense workers, and now the family attends church. 

The churches have tried free movies, free dances, 
chicken dinners, and bingo, but these have not attracted 
the workers. Men are genuinely tired when they come 
from work. Unless they have intense loyalty to the 
church, they are inclined to stay at home and rest during 
their leisure time. Young people seek pleasure among 
the mushroom crop of questionable places of amusement. 

Every-member canvasses and high-pressure visita- 
tion are not bringing results, according to Dr. Crane. 
The Protestant churches did attempt a survey of new 
families, but failed to reach those living in trailers, 
tourist camps, boarding houses, who comprise 50 per 
cent of the migrant population. 

What does attract people to the church, Dr. Crane 
states, is sincere friendliness, slowly developed mutual 
interests, and help. 


Are Baptists Protestants? 

CxiassiryiInc Americans as “Protestants, Catholics, 
and Jews” is an increasingly dangerous practice, pro- 
tests the Watchman-Examiner, Baptist weekly paper. 

The Watchman criticizes efforts to straight-jacket 
non-Roman, non-Jewish church people into an “exces- 
sively inclusive” group called “Protestant” and to seek 
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“to impose artificial unity and to discourage free dis- 
cussion of religious differences.” 

“Jewry and the Roman Catholic Church are but two 
of the denominations which form part of the 266, more 
or less, to be found within the borders of the United 
States. Why those two should be singled out and treated 
as units while all the other sects, large and small, are 
grouped together under the debatable title ‘Protestant’ 
deserves examination,’ the Watchman declares. 

“There are, for instance, ten million and a half Bap- 
tists in the United States,” the Watchman continues. If 
Baptists counted their entire constituency, rather than 
only enrolled church members, “as is done in the case 
of the Roman Catholic hierarchy’s estimates, the num- 
ber in this single group alone would be expanded far 
beyond the total credited to the Catholics.” 

If Jewry and Catholicism can be singled out, and 
rated as major segments of the American population, 
why not give Baptists a similar independent rating? “If 
Catholicism can receive radio time on a divisional basis, 
as also the Jewish hierarchy, the same consideration 
belongs to other large segments of the population who 
have other designation than that of Protestant.” 

Says the Watchman, “While in most issues Baptists 
would stand alongside those denominations which are 
distinctly known as ‘Protestant’ and, for the most part, 
would identify themselves with the evangelical faith 
which they profess and promote, yet we see no sense in 
being given a classification which is not ours.” ; 
Hands Off South America 

Roman CATHOLIC periodicals have recently released 
quite an attack on the principle of non-Catholic mis- 
sionary work in South America. ; 

The Roman Catholic magazine Extension says: “If 
the government of the United States wants to regain 
the good will and friendship of Latin American coun- 
tries, the pernicious Protestant missionary ‘active’ 
activities must cease.” 

Mr. John W. White, newspaper correspondent in 
Latin America, has published a similar attack in the 
Catholic Digest. The idea of sending missionaries to 
South America, as though it were a heathen land, is 
offensive, he believes. “What would be our reaction if 
Argentina, Bolivia, and Brazil, for instance, should send 
several hundred missionaries to our large cities and 
attractive suburbs to save us and preach the gospel to 
us?” he asks. 

Mr. White believes that South America is suspicious 
of the anti-Catholic influence of the United States, and, 
he says, “the only evidences of any such influence are 
the American missionaries.” 

Answering these arguments, George P. Howard states 
in the Christian Century that the idea that South Amer- 
ica is a Roman Catholic continent is a legend. The 
Roman Catholics themselves are sending missionaries 
to Brazil, and plan to send others. “It was not so many 
decades ago that a recommendation went to the Vatican 
that South America be declared a mission field.” 
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IN THE WORLD'S EYE 


By Ju.ius F. SEEBACH 


Just When Dakar, main port of French West Africa, 
is becoming front-page news, the Vichy government has 
ordered (September 5) its administrative reorganiza- 
tion. This situation has been precipitated by Brazil’s 
entry into the war, which brings Dakar into closer re- 
lations with the activities of the United Nations, both 
as a danger and an invitation. The reorganization has 
some ‘undeclared connection with Hitler’s recent de- 
mand that his Stuka bombers be allowed a base there 
as defense against Allied invasion. It is made more 
acute by the mysterious gathering of a vast armada of 
Allied shipping, according to Italian and French reports, 
off Gibraltar. Great interest, therefore, attaches to the 
thoroughly reliable report of a returned American, long 
a resident in French West Africa, who states that Dakar 
is in deplorable condition due to the blockade and lack 
of transportation; that French officers and soldiers fre- 
quently cross the border to join the British and Fighting 
French; that the impoverished natives are threatening 
rebellion; that the boundary toward the British colony 
is very weak and the troops demoralized; that the colo- 
nials would welcome an invasion, and that one is. ex- 
pected soon. ; 


For Some Time the choice has wavered between 
Switzerland and Sweden as the next recipient of Nazi 
benevolent guardianship. The pendulum seemingly has 
swung toward Sweden, but not far enough to have ac- 
complished its purpose. The reason for the choice lies 
in the unsatisfactory condition of economic relations. 
German shipments in payment for Sweden’s ore and 
tools have fallen far short of promises, and consequently 
the Swedish shipments in return have fallen off sharply. 
Yet Germany’s needs for Swedish products are greater 
than ever in this her critical period. A prime’factor in 
the dislocation of the traffic lies in the success of Britain’s 
submarine campaign. Nevertheless Germany wants 
Sweden’s goods, and evidently thought her chances 
would be better if she controlled the source. The ap- 
proach was made first through the police. The exposure 
of the plot was made by the Syndicalist newspaper, 
Arbetaren, and this launched a thorough investigation 
by Chief of Police Erik Ros, who said that Nazi mem- 
bers or sympathizers were not wanted in his depart- 
ment. The second attempt sought an opening in the 
army, which led (August 31) to a government order 
that neither Nazi nor Communist Fifth Columnists were 
wanted, and the army heads were commanded to re- 
move “persons belonging to the defense forces whose 
attitude no longer inspires confidence.” As a result, 
Lt. Col. Fevrell, inspector of fortifications and putative 
leader, was shifted to a distant and inferior post. 


Italy’s Requirements for “living space” have recently 
(August 26) been stated “modestly” in Il Giornale 
D’Italia, by its editor, Virginio Gayda, who is also Mus- 
solini’s favorite mouthpiece. The requirements run as 
follows: The restoration of Ethiopia, Eritrea and Italian 
Somaliland; the “Free French” Chad region and British 
Nigeria; freedom of the Mediterranean and free access 


to all seas, which means the dismantling of all fortifica- 
tions at Gibraltar and the Suez Canal, and the conse- 
quent surrender of British authority at both places; the 
“former” (these are very ancient claims) Italian terri- 
tories of Corsica (French), Malta (British), and Dal- 
matia (coast region of Yugoslavia). All this is sup- 
posedly a fitting reward for Italy’s heroic service and 
brilliant exploits in the present war. It should be noted 
that Mussolini and Gayda rank high among wishful 
thinkers. 


Dr. J. T. Chappell, of Marion College, Marion, Ind., 
recently derived a great deal of satisfaction from inform- 
ing the American Chemical Society of the records to be 
found in the Bible of “a surprisingly large amount of 
chemistry.” The chemistry is naturally of a compara- 
tively simple kind, dealing almost entirely with the 
production of metals and their alloys. Dr. Chappell 
says: “This science was being practiced as early as 
1500 s. c. When Moses engineered the building of the 
Tabernacle—there was considerable metallurgy of gold, 
silver and copper.” This metallurgy reached its peak 
“when Solomon, about 1000 s. c., had the Temple built 
and also the king’s palace.” Dr. Chappell further informs 
us that iron is mentioned 95 times in the Bible; tin 5 
times; bronze 152 times; lead 9 times; brimstone 15 
times, and copper once. Gold was seemingly plentiful, 
at least for kings, and they never went off the gold 
standard. Solomon received 32 tons in one year; the 
Queen of Sheba left 742 tons to her successor; David 
bequeathed 250 tons of gold, 500 tons of silver, 500 tons 
of bronze, and 2,400 tons of iron. One can see why 
Solomon prospered in his building operations by having 
a rich father. 


By the Way: When the British wanted to assure the 
success and safety of Churchill’s recent trip to Moscow 
and the Near East, they chose to use three American 
bombers as the fastest and safest... . Complaints about 
cargoes continue. The latest is from Panama, which 
charges that ships have been delivering cargoes of 
whiskey and textiles when food and machinery are 
sorely needed. Is it thirst or greed that writes the mani- 
fests? . . . Louis Fischer, a news correspondent, thinks 
we ought to be more sympathetic toward Gandhi, be- 
cause “he believes in Christianity and highly regards 
Jesus Christ.” He illustrated his point by stating that 
“a picture of Christ is absolutely the only decoration of 
any sort in Gandhi’s one-room hut.” On the other hand, 
a Methodist missionary recalls a well-known fact, that 
“Gandhi worships a cow.” A curious combination... . 
Italy’s munitions plants are on the move. German au- 
thorities, for whom they are working, consider it more 
efficient to transport them bodily to Central Germany, 
or farther, than to provide coal and metals to Italy. It 
means better control of the workers, too. . . . Private 
Thomas Williams, of Newport, Ky., must be popular in 
his home town. The other day he received a 45-foot- 
long letter from home in which nearly everybody, from 
the city manager to the garbage man, had a part. The 
reading took over two hours. 


Ir there ever was a time when loyalty was needed, 
that time is now. Enemies are attacking, and in many 
cases capturing, our outer defenses. Some of our great 
fortresses have fallen. Sabotage, fifth column activities, 
and spying are going on to a limited degree in our very 
midst. Our citizenship, from the smallest child to the 
oldest man and woman, must be loyal. 

A situation somewhat comparable to this is true in 
the church. This is a time for loyalty to be taught, 
preached, and practiced. There are enemies of the 
church. Some are old and some are new. Weak enemies 
have grown strong in the midst of the present world 
situation. All of these enemies are striking at our outer 
defenses; some are burrowing right into the inner life 
of our people. Among these enemies may be listed: 
(1) separation from the home church, (2) absence from 
home influence, (3) work and that tired feeling, (4) 
new experiences in new surroundings, (5) extra respon- 
sibilities and meetings, (6) fear, (7) hatred, (8) con- 
sidering the church an extra, (9) increased cost of living, 
(10) transportation, (11) loss of leaders, (12) irregular 
and interrupted living schedules, (13) discouragement, 
(14) laziness, and (15) carelessness. 

Most of these enemies of the church are not wrong in 
themselves. They become enemies of the church when 
they are made the excuse or the cause of neglect of or 
defection from the church. Many of them absorb the 
time, the thought, and the devotion of the people, and 
the people, not understanding the real purpose and place 
of the church, allow them to divert their interest, their 
support, and their attendance from the church and its 
activities. 


Present Losses 


Already the enemies have had some victories. The 
losses are small but they are significant. Enrollment in 
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every educational activity of the church has decreased 
in the past year. These losses make inroads into the 
real life of the church much easier. They must not be 
allowed to increase. This article is a definite call for 
loyalty to the educational activities of the church in any 
situation. The educational activities of the church are 
not extras that can be set aside in the midst of an emer- 
gency. They are vital to life. They are essential to help 
meet the emergency. We must depend upon them to 
instill into our people the truth in order that they may 
live and foster the truth in every situation. 


A Comparison 


No. Teachers No. in No. in 
Sunday and No. Home Nursery 
Year Schools Officers Pupils Dept. Cr. Roll Total 
1940 3,963 73,287 662,244 18,400 59,941 740,585 
1941 3,958 72,227 645,288 17,975 59,734 722,997 
No. Teachers No. No. No. 
Weekday and No. Cate- Luther Luther 
Year Schools Officers Pupils chumens Leagues Leaguers 
1940 1,377 8,051 87,024 60,541 2,065 35,467 
1941 1,356 7,743 79,866 56,493 1,833 33,145 
No. No. 
Children No. No. Women in 
Year of Church Leaders Children W.M.S. 
1940 2,633 5,276 46,243 64,315 
1941 2,474 4,974 42,791 62,791 


Loyalty of Church Members 


If these enemies of the church are not to defeat the 
educational activities of the church every little boy and 
girl, every young person, and every man and woman in 
the church must show their loyalty. They must keep 
up attendance at Sunday school, weekday church school, 
vacation church school, meetings of the various or- 
ganizations of the congregation, the catechetical class, 
and the services of the church. They must invite others. 
They must seek out the church wherever they may 
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move. They must attend when they are tired, when it 
is difficult to get there, and when there are any number 
of other obligations pressing themselves upon them. The 
regular activities must be put down as a “must” in these 
days. We must be loyal. 

Many Sunday schools and other activities are going 
to weaken in the strain of the times. Their leaders may 
be called away; their programs may not be as interest- 
ing; their attendance may not be as large; but the mem- 
bers must keep on coming and take their regular places. 
This is a time for loyalty. Loyalty will hold the fort and 
help the church to march on in its mission. 


Loyalty of Parents 


Homes are bearing the strain of life today. Parents 
are separated from each other and from their children. 
Both parents, in most families, are working much harder 
than usual. More hours a day and more effort per hour 
is the slogan. Increasing costs, heartrending news, 
rationing of foods and commodities, limited amusements, 
multiplication of outside demands; all of these are 
strains on the home. They may become influences to 
wean from the church. They should become powers to 
pull to the church. 

Parents be loyal. You need the church and the church 
needs you. Attend the church and as many of its activ- 
ities as possible. Take the children with you. Send the 
children alone when it is absolutely impossible for you 
to go yourself. Call upon the church in the time of your 
great strains. The church has something to offer that 
nothing else can give. Support the church and its activ- 
ities with your gifts. Many of you are receiving more 
for your work than you have ever received before. 
Share with the Lord. When the church calls upon you 
to accept a place of leadership in the church, take it. 
Add it to your many other duties. It has as much right 
to your time and energy as any other responsibilities, 
and more right than many. Help the church by prayer 
and communion with God. See that family worship is 
a part of the daily life of your home. Pray for the 
church, for the world, and for yourself. The strengthen- 
ing of any of these will help the church. Be loyal. We 
must. 


Loyalty of Church Workers 


During the year 1940 there were more than 73,000 
teachers and officers in the Sunday schools of our 
church. In 1941 this number had fallen to 72,000. Many 
of this number have very likely had to give up their 
positions to move to other localities or to do other work. 
Church workers be loyal. There 
are Sunday schools in the com- 
munities to which you have 
moved. Go to the pastor and 
offer your services. His school 
has very likely lost workers 
and he needs you. 

In addition to the army of 
Sunday school workers there 
are great numbers of other 
workers in the other agencies 
of our congregations. The same 
problems apply to them. 
Church workers, wherever you 
may be, be loyal. 


in it? 


ORDINATION VOW 


Questions: Are you now ready to take upon 
you this Holy Ministry, and faithfully to serve 


Will you preach and teach the pure Word of 
God in accordance with the Confession of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church? 

Will you adorn the doctrine of our Saviour 
by a holy life and conversation? 


Response: Yes, with my whole heart, the 
Lord helping me through the power and grace 
of His Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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During the coming months many church workers will 
face the question, “Shall I give up my work in the 
church?” Extra work, outside calls, travel, these and 
many other excuses will present themselves. What will 
you do? Be loyal. The church needs you. The service 
you are rendering through the church should be the 
undergirding power for all the other work being done 
in our great test. Stick to your church. When the con- 
gregation offers you opportunities to improve in your 
leadership, take them. Attend leadership classes; read 
The Parish. School magazine, THE LUTHERAN, and the 
periodicals of your organizations; study your teacher’s 
book and your program helps; prepare your lessons and 
your programs better than ever before. Be loyal. We 
must. The work of the church must be done by its work- 
ers. That’s where they get their name. In these times 
we must not let up in our work. This is a time for longer 
days and more effort per hour in church as well as 
elsewhere. 


Loyalty of Pastors 


Pastors be loyal. This is not an out of the place sug- 
gestion. In these times there are so many situations to 
discourage pastors that they need lots of encouragement, 
perhaps prodding at times. Most pastors feel that the 
success of their congregations depends to a large degree 
upon themselves. When there are so many forces mak- 
ing it difficult for them to do their work, some pastors 
may give up, let their work take its course, or busy 
themselves in other activities—activities to which peo- 
ple in these times give better response, but which are 
only remotely related to the real mission of the pastor. 
Pastors be loyal to your mission—teach, preach, visit, 
minister, shepherd. In all of these make Christ the end 
and the motive. 

Among the workers of the church the pastor holds 
the most responsible position. All the other workers 
will be influenced by him. If he lets up in his loyalty, 
Sunday school superintendents and teachers, organiza- 
tional leaders, and personal workers will begin to waver. 
The pastor always has more than he can do; he is always 
busy; but now is a time when he must do more—he 
must be busier. Everyone is working overtime. The 
church must lead in this, and the pastor must lead in the 
church, 

Pastors be loyal to your strained and tried parishion- 
ers. Mothers and fathers lonesome or bereaved by the 
absence of their son or daughter. Husbands and wives 
tested through enforced separation and all that it in- 
volves. Sweethearts disappointed by postponed wed- 
dings. Whole families careless 
in their church loyalties be- 
cause of new and increased re- 
sponsibilities and surroundings. 
Everyone longing for that bet- 
ter understanding, stronger 
courage and faith, and inner 
peace which only the church 
can give. 

Pastors, be loyal to your 
church. Christ has given it a 
mission to fulfill. That mission 
does not change in times of 
emergencies. It is always the 
same, today and forever. 


Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg 
came to these shores 
as a pastor two centuries 
ago, and has become 
the father of established 


Lutheranism in America. 


Two hundred years ago this month Henry Melchior 
Muhlenberg, the Patriarch of the Lutheran Church in 
America, landed on our shores. After a perilous pas- 
sage requiring 102 days to cross the Atlantic, he reached 
Charleston harbor in South Carolina, September 22, 
1742. Two months later, November 25, a year and a day 
after the arrival of Count von Zinzendorf, he came to 
Philadelphia to inaugurate in that area a work that was 
destined to mould to a remarkable extent the character 
of Lutheranism in America. 


Forty-five Busy Years 

For forty-five years, from the time of his arrival in 
1742 in his thirty-first year until his death October 7, 
1787, at the ripe age of seventy-six, he labored inde- 
fatigably in this country, covering in his missionary 
operations a territory extending all the way from 
Georgia to Nova Scotia. The greater part of his min- 
istry centered in and around Providence and Philadel- 
phia, but it was by no means limited to that area. From 
that center he went in all directions planting the 
Church, establishing schools, gathering in wandering 
souls in dire need of a shepherd, driving out wolves who 
were fleecing their flocks, instructing the young, min- 
istering to sin-sick and suffering humanity, and in va- 
rious other ways laboring to upbuild the Kingdom of 
God. He founded numerous churches and wrote their 
constitutions. He organized the first Lutheran synod in 
America and served as its president for many years. 
This step in itself, as Graebner declares, “was the most 
important event in the history of the American Lu- 
theran Church of the eighteenth century.” He set apart 
to the office of the ministry the first Lutheran pastor to 
be regularly ordained in America. He prepared the 
first liturgy for use in the United Congregations. He 
selected the hymns for a hymnal for the churches. He 
reared a large family of children, who became influen- 
tial in the Church and the Nation. He paved the way 
for the founding of educational and eleemosynary in- 
stitutions, the development of a larger church conscious- 
ness in Lutheran circles, and the establishment of 
comity relations with other denominations. He was 
truly a pioneer and a patriarch. On his tombstone in 
the Trappe churchyard appear these words: “Who and 
what he was the future ages will know without a stone.” 
The Lutheranism which he engendered has been a living 
force from that day to this, and will continue. 

The observance of the Muhlenberg bicentennial this 
year is indeed a proper interest not only for the United 
Lutheran Church in America, its synods, conferences, 
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An Appraisal in Four Parts of the Patriarch’s Work in America 
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educational institutions, and congregations, but also for 
all other branches of American Lutheranism, and even 
for the nation at large. Involved in this celebration is a 
comprehension of the significant contribution which this 
eminent pioneer and his illustrious descendants have 
made to the shaping of the life of America. 


Other Pioneers and Leaders 


In seeking to appreciate this Luther of America, as 
Muhlenberg has been called, it is not necessary to dis- 
parage in the least respect the contributions made by 
other pioneers, many of whom preceded him in point of 
time. In fact, it is incumbent upon us, in the interest of 
truth and justice, to recognize the character and con- 
tribution of each forerunner and founder in the faith. 
The story of Lutheranism in America is by no means 
replete without reference to Campanius, who translated 
Luther’s Catechism into the language of the Indians; 
the Falckners—Justus and Daniel—and William C. 
Berkenmeyer in New York; the Henkels and the 
Stoevers in Pennsylvania; Paul Henkel and his sons in 
the South; John Stauch in Ohio; Walther in Missouri; 
the Fritschels in Iowa; Preus and Hasselquist among the 
Scandinavians; and many other intellectual and spir- 
itual giants and trail blazers. 

Although we propose to concentrate our thoughts 
upon the one man, the bicentennial of whose arrival we 
commemorate, we shall keep in mind all the while the 
complexity of the contributions which have come from 
abroad toward the making of American Lutheranism. 
We shall recognize also the danger of idealizing his char- 
acter at the expense of historical fact. Muhlenberg was 
a rugged individual, who not only left us a lofty pattern 
for the ministry in America, but also made many mis- 
takes which need to be recognized. It is not our purpose 
to dwell upon his failings. We are concerned at this 
time about the secret of his strength. 


Reviving His Outlook 


The observance of this two hundredth anniversary by 
the Church promises creative and constructive interests 
for Lutheranism in America. The life of Muhlenberg 
is, as it were, a mountain range from whose majestic 
heights it is possible to view on the one hand the Lu- 
theranism of Europe in days of transformation under 
Pietism, and on the other, nascent American Chris- 
tianity in fluid colonial times. 

It is not too much to expect in the concentration of so 
many minds upon this commemoration a fresh interpre- 
tation of the Pietism of Halle, out of which Muhlenberg 
came; a new appreciation of the contribution of Lu- 
theranism to American independence, as noted in a 
comparison of the Muhlenberg tradition with that of 
the Pilgrim Fathers; a stimulus to Luther research in 
America to discover anew the living faith of the Re- 

(Continued on page 11) 
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We have now been married more than three years 
and we have one child. Prior to our marriage my hus- 
band, who is a Roman Catholic, promised that he 
would unite with my church and attend services with 
me. He has been fine in every other way but has not 
fulfilled this promise, though I have tried to have him 
do so. He is not disposed to talk about this, and I am 
afraid to press the matter lest it lead to unpleasant- 
ness. While I am anxious to have him belong to my 
church, I do not want to risk the loss of our happiness 
in order to gain that point. What can be done? 


It is easy to say what should have been done and what 
might have been. It is not so easy to tell how your pres- 
ent problem is to be solved to your liking. You could 
have brought your husband into your church. before 
marriage with greater ease than it can be done now. I 
do not know whether it can be done at all now. 

Almost everything you do now will have to be in- 
direct. Do not keep after him about the matter or he 
will feel that he is being nagged. Certainly avoid any 
argument. Do not insist that he go with you to church, 
but rather give him an occasional kind invitation when 
his mood is right and the circumstances are most favor- 
able. Then try to make that experience pleasant in 
every way. Invite him to social affairs at the church. 
Help him in every way to make the acquaintance of the 
church people‘and to become friendly with them. Try 
to have your main friendships within the church. Per- 
haps you can secure the tactful co-operation of the pas- 
tor in the direction of a good-spirited friendship between 
the two. 

Your real task is to bring about a desire for member- 
ship and fellowship in your church. In the ways already 
mentioned, and in many others which you can better 
plan, it may be possible to generate a deep-lying desire. 
Naturally your own attitudes toward him will mean a 
great deal. His regard for you and respect for. your way 
of living may be powerful influences. Then, at a later 
time, you may be able to appeal to him in an effective 
manner either directly, or, at first by indirect sugges- 
tion. Talk it over with your pastor when you feel that 
your husband is showing signs of openness to appeal. 


I have a son six years old. His mother and I have 
been giving him an allowance each week for more than 
a year. We have tried to have him divide it into three 
parts: spending, giving, and saving. That worked very 
well for some time, but now he is giving most of his 
allowance to his playmates. I do not want to discour- 
age him from being generous to others, but is this 
practice good for him? It would not be workable for 
adults or young people, and I cannot see that it is 
proper for a child. Sometime he will have to adopt a 


Happenings in the Famuly 


By Eart S. Rupisiti, Pu.D. 


different way of handling his money. How can this be 
changed without breaking up his liberal impulses? 


Are you sure that he is moved entirely by generous 
motives? As a rule, when a thing like this happens 
there are other causes and motives. He is probably 
“buying” attention, recognition, and good standing with 
his companions. It is likely that he feels an inadequacy 
of some kind in his relationships with his fellows, and 
gains their affection and continued company by giving 
them money. This is a misuse of the allowance; but 
the way out is not an immediate curtailment of the 
allowance. It will be better to go to the root of the mat- 
ter and help the boy to find ways of measuring up to 
the “social demands” of his group. Perhaps he needs to 
acquire skills, acquaintance with games, endurance, 
strength, politeness, etc., in order to meet his situation. 

We parents should beware lest we be misled by sur- 
face appearances and symptoms. The underlying facts 
and causes require understanding and attention. 


A thirteen-year-old girl in my Sunday school class 
has brought this problem to me. She feels embarrassed 
that her mother does not dress as do the mothers of 
other girls of her age. She feels that her mother is too 
old-fashioned and not interested in keeping up-to-date. 
She therefore will not invite any of her friends to the 
house and hesitates to have other girls meet her 
mother. I do not want to see this girl and her mother 
drift apart. A short time ago the mother mentioned 
that her daughter was taking a strange attitude toward 
her and said that she could not understand it. I am 
wondering whether I should speak to the mother. Or 
will I create more trouble by talking to her about it? 


You could well talk this matter over with both 
mother and daughter; but do it separately. Both have 
opened the way for you. 

To the mother suggest that she welcome the con- 
fidence, suggestions and criticisms of her daughter, and 
be ready to talk over matters of clothing, house arrange- 
ment, finance and other matters that may touch the 
whole problem. Suggest that parents do well to go 
along with their children’s suggestions as far as possible, 
unless they are utterly unreasonable. She ought to let 
the girl know that she is sympathetic and interested. 
The daughter may be of real help to her. 

To the daughter it may be proposed that she be 
patient in judging her mother, and consider her cares 
and worries. Advise her to offer any suggestions in a 
very kind way, consider the family finances, and be co- 
operative and sympathetic in all home affairs. Keep the 
girl’s confidence, help her to do sober thinking, and 
give her assurance of your interest. 
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IT is a matter of a lit- 
tle more than twenty 
months since my hus- 
band was ordered to 
extended active duty 
as an Army Chaplain. 
On thirty-three hours’ 
notice we had to cancel 
our lease, put our 
household goods into 
storage, secure a locum 
tenens (substitute) to 
take over the parish, 
and set out on a series 
of rapid moves that 
have taken -our grow- 
ing family farther in 
twenty months than 
most families travel in 
twenty years. During 
one period of fifteen 
months we lived in ten 
different homes, not counting the almost endless series 
of tourist camps and hotels. At times we have been for- 
tunate enough to be together on or near the post at 
which my husband was stationed; at other times we 
have been compelled to live from forty to a thousand 
miles away. Meanwhile an even greater separation 
when he leaves for foreign service is an ever-imminent 
possibility. 


The Chaplain’s Work 

My husband is one of three hundred plus Lutheran 
Army and Navy Chaplains who most immediately rep- 
resent the determination of the Lutheran Church that 
its members who enter the service of their country shall 
rot march alone. In many ways their work is not un- 
like that which they performed in their parishes before 
entering the armed forces. They preach in their ser- 
mons the same divine message of man’s sinfulness and 
Christ’s atoning love. On shipboard, in garrison, on 
maneuvers, and at the front they all conduct services 
for the entire garrison or unit without reference to the 
denominational membership of their worshipers, as all 
chaplains do. At the same time, they seek to serve the 
Lutheran personnel of their command particularly by 
holding Lutheran services as well, in which they wear 
the same vestments, follow the same service, observe 
the same ceremonies, administer our Lord’s Holy Body 
and Precious Blood in the Holy Communion in the same 
way, and sing the same hymns to which we are ac- 
customed in our home parishes. 

In addition, they lecture, counsel, and advise in pri- 
vate interviews and public addresses. In their offices 
and in their quarters they are available to every man 
of their command at all hours and in connection with 
any problem. The chaplain is a daily visitor in the hos- 
pital—the only visitor that many patients, in the very 
nature of the situation, have. In the guardhouse he 
must endeavor to be the sympathetic friend and the 
impartial counselor of every prisoner. When he visits 
the men in their barracks or in their tents, or they visit 


The Services Are Well Attended 


Wife of Chaplain Arthur C. Piepkorn Describes 
Work of Pastors in the Armed Services 
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him in his office or 
quarters, he must be 
ready to encourage the 
disheartened, to con- 
firm the wavering, and 
to bring back the 
lapsed and the fallen. 
Many men in the 
armed forces have 
never had any contact 
with Christ in civilian 
life, and such seekers 
must be instructed for 
baptism and confirma- 
tion in the same way 
in which adults are in- 


Through a Woman's Eyes ‘structed in our home 


churches. 

The details of a chap- 
lain’s work depend 
upon his assignment. 
Basically, however, the 
chaplain’s work is the same, whether he is preaching 
on the foredeck of a destroyer or under a palm tree on 
the banks of the Nile, whether he celebrates Holy Com- 
munion at the altar of one of the army’s beautiful white 
frame chapels on some post, or in the field on the low- 
ered windshield of a convenient jeep. His task is to be 
a man of God to the men in uniform, to preach the Law 
and the Gospel and to administer the Means of Grace, 
to be the friend and counselor of the whole command, 
and to be the exponent in the military establishment of 
the religious motive for right thinking and behavior. 


At Service Centers 
Chaplains are only part of the story, however. In ad- 
dition to having provided over three hundred Lutheran 


Chaplain H. T. Neve Preaching to His “Service Men” 


pastors as chaplains to date—a number that may have 
to be doubled and even trebled before the war is over— 
the Lutheran churches of America will this year alone 
have contributed nearly three quarters of a million dol- 
lars to carry out a program of service to service men 
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that is at least eighteen months in advance of any sim- 
ilar project of comparable aim and scope. Because mil- 
itary necessity dictates that many of our new army and 
navy establishments be located in parts of the country 
where the Lutheran Church is not numerically strong, 
a chain of Lutheran Service Centers,* with facilities 
for divine service, personal counseling, and wholesome 
recreation, has been created all over the country. 

Sometimes the plant of an existing parish or mission 
is expanded and equipped to serve as a Lutheran center. 
In many defense areas, on the other hand, entirely new 
installations have been set up, ranging in size from an 
empty store on some southern main street to an entire 
hotel in San Francisco. Every service center has one or 
more service pastors whose salaries are paid entirely 
by the Church and who seek to provide off the post the 
same kind of ministry that Lutheran chaplains offer on 
the military reservation. 

Besides all this, the Lutheran Church provides both 
its service pastors and its chaplains with a great variety 
of aids in their work. Millions of sheets of free sta- 
tionery and envelopes have been distributed to the men 
of the armed forces. Every chaplain is given a fully 
equipped communion kit, complete with chalice, paten, 
cross, candlesticks, and linens, so that he is prepared to 
administer the Lord’s Supper anywhere at any time. 
Hundreds of thousands of copies of the three Lutheran 
service prayer books have been distributed personally 
and by mail. Some sixty different tracts, designed for 
the particular needs of service men, remind men of 
God’s promises and of their obligations to His Church 
and their country. A full-length, professionally filmed 
talking motion picture, “The Power of God,” is made 
available without charge to any Lutheran chaplain who 
desires to book it for his camp or organization. In the 
files of the Army and Navy Commission in Chicago and 
of the Service Commission in Minneapolis the name and 
military address of every Lutheran man and woman 
known to be in the armed forces are kept up-to-date 
and used as mailing lists to maintain personal contact 
with our Lutheran personnel not only by mail but also 
through the nearest Lutheran chaplain, service pastor, 
or contact key pastor. (Continued on page 30) 


A YEAR OF CRISIS 


In the September 1941 issue of Campus and Church, 
a bulletin for Church Workers with Students, Secretary 
Gould Wickey spoke of the academic year 1941-1942 as 
“a year of opportunity.” And so it was. The United 
States had the opportunity of convincing Japan of our 
goodwill. The Church had the opportunity of bearing 
witness at home and abroad to the one God, the one 
Saviour, the one brotherhood. But... 

And so we are now in a year of crisis. Selfish cap- 
italism, racial and class discrimination, nationalism, em- 
pire domination, sin in all its nakedness must be 
acknowledged. The choice must be made between these 
and understanding, goodwill, charity, sacrifice, re- 
pentance, forgiveness. 

Crisis is still opportunity: 


* Maintained ‘by the Service Commission of the National Lutheran 
Council and by the Army and Navy Commission of the Missouri Synod. 
ee for the Service Commission are provided by Lutheran World 

ction. 
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1. To get right with God and man. This was the first 
step of Kees X before he faced the firing squad as in- 
dicated in his letter, “I Die Before Dawn.” Complete 
repentance, earnest seeking of forgiveness, an abiding 
trust in God’s will as manifested through His Word. 
These are basic for crisis. Here’s power, peace, poise. 

2. To seek fellowship with others of similar spirit. 
“Where two or three are gathered in my name, there 
am J.” Here’s growing strength, courage, sharing, co- 
operation. 

3. To work with God for the doing of His will. No 
temporizing, no compromise with the world, no self- 
seeking; but self-discipline, moral courage in all issues, 
witnessing to the truths of Christianity anytime, any- 
where. 


MUHLENBERG AND THE MINISTRY 
(Continued from page 8) 


former as exemplified in the spirit of Muhlenberg; a 
fresh emphasis upon evangelism; a revitalizing of Chris- 
tian missions, home, social, and foreign; a clearer com- 
prehension of the place of good order in the Church; a 
contribution to the solution of the problem of Lutheran 
unity and of the relation of the Lutheran Church to 
other religious bodies; and a fresh investigation of the 
fundamental requirements of a true ministry. 


His Journal of Daily Events 

Modern historians, notably Theodore G. Tappert and 
John W. Doberstein, are providing the Church with 
materials with which to re-evaluate the man and his 
message. With the assistance of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania, the Library of Congress, and other com- 
petent aids, these scholars are preparing for publication 
The Journals of Henry Melchior Muhlenberg in three 
volumes, the first of which recently appeared from the 
Muhlenberg Press. These annals embrace materials 
which Muhlenberg throughout the forty-five years of 
his ministry in America recorded in his diary and 
transmitted for the most part, often in minute detail and 
without alteration or revision, to the Reverend Fathers 
in Halle, explaining the interests of his travels, contacts 
with congregations, conflicts with contemporaries, and 
individual care of souls. They constitute the major 
source of information concerning the man and his work. 
To the historians is committed the task of collecting, 
analyzing, and interpreting the records. Our concern is 
to discover, on the basis of the materials at our disposal, 
new insights for the inspiration of the Church and the 
ministry today. 

Like Abraham of old, who by faith heeded the call of 
God and journeyed to a far country, which was to be a 
land of promise for him and his descendants as God’s 
Covenant People, so Muhlenberg came to America un- 
der the call of God and the Church to bring blessings 
to believers in the covenant of the Lutheran faith in 
this land of liberty. His motto was: Ecclesia Plantanda, 
“The Church must be planted.” The task which he en- 
visioned involved the added imperatives of a conse- 
crated, educated, and mission-minded ministry. An ex- 
amination of these motivating elements in his ministry 
should provide peculiar inspiration and encouragement 
for the ministry today. 

(Chapter II next week) 
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Among 


More Silver Linings 


TueEy tell me there is going to be a shortage of wire 
coat hangers, but somehow I can’t seem to feel very 
badly about it. There has always been an antagonistic 
air about the things that has made them far from at- 
tractive to me. They look harmless enough, with their 
smoothly rounded shoulders, but did you ever jag your 
finger on the twisted end that stops just below the hook? 
And that is just one of their nasty little tricks. 

There are few household objects that are meaner to 
walk on in the dark than a wire coat hanger. Properly 
trained children never leave them on the floor, of course. 
But do you know any children who are properly trained 
every minute? It is not an uncommon occurrence for a 
small child to pull down two hangers when she meant 
to get just one. She hangs up her dress, feeling a glow 
of pride in a duty well done. The extra hanger lies un- 
noticed on the floor, waiting, almost hoping, to catch an 
unwary parent in the night. 

In fact, that business of pulling down more hangers 
than one meant to get is characteristic. The sneaky 
things twine their hooks about each other till you can’t 
tell which is which. You reach for one and—wham! 
You’re caught in a shower of falling wire. This is par- 
ticularly likely to happen if you have combed your hair 
with special care. In that case they reach out with 
groping wire tentacles to catch your tresses, and lo, the 
whole thing must be done again. 

They show the same unco-operative spirit if your 
other half has decided to turn in early and get a little 
well-earned sleep. You steal into the darkened room, 
intent on getting to bed with as little noise as possible. 
You reach into the closet, and jingle, jangle, jingle, the 
hangers break into their own variety of swing. 

It wouldn’t be so bad if you had only the number that 
you need, but their number is always growing. Each 
time the cleaner brings back a dress or your husband’s 
suit, another hanger is added to your collection. Your 
wardrobe just can’t keep up the pace, and soon you haye 
two empties for every occupied hanger. When it gets 
to be more than you can stand, you tie a bunch of them 
together and offer them to the tailor the next time he 
comes. He gives you the sort of smile one gives a clumsy 
but well-meaning child who is trying to be helpful. He 
thanks you with patent insincerity and carries them 
gingerly to his truck. His back expresses eloquently the 
annoyance which could not pass his lips. 

So now there’s going to be a shortage? Goody! 


Woodland Thicket 


THERE is a certain fascination about gazing into a 
thicket and letting your eyes and your mind play a few 
tricks on you. Usually you insist that they tell you the 
exact truth. You are quite firm about it. But now and 
then, in an unguarded moment, you let them tell you 
and each other a few falsehoods. 

“Go on,” says Mind, “she’s half asleep, not keeping 
tabs on us at all. Let’s have some fun.” 


Ourselves ... 
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“Took over there,” answers Eyes. “I suppose she’d 
say that was a cluster of drooping spruce boughs. But 
it does look like a man with a beard. Now, doesn’t it?” 

“A man with a beard, of course. Santa Claus, would 
you say? No, come to think of it, he has a sort of sin- 
ister look. More like these guerilla fighters we’ve been 
reading about.” 

“That’s what it is. I thought so. A guerilla. He has 
a watchful, suspicious look, don’t you think?” 

“Doesn’t look very friendly. And who’s that fellow 
next to him that looks like Wallace Beery in his fiercest 
get-up?” 

“They are really not a pleasant pair to meet here in 
the woods alone.” 

By this time, the game has gone far enough. You are 
not really afraid, because you know it is a game. Just 
the same, the queer feeling at the back of your neck 
isn’t entirely pleasant now. It is time to get control of 
your imagination before you get really nervous. You 
crack the whip, and like a flash, eyes and.mind are back 
in line, moving smoothly in double harness. 

The thicket is normal once more. Spruces are spruces, 
stretching their branches toward the sunlight. They are 
trying with the dogged persistence of growing things to 
reach out from the shadow of the taller trees that 
tower above them. Here and there a beech sapling 
stretches upward, trying to pierce the leafy ceiling over- 
head. Their rounded leaves are rounded leaves, not 
Beery’s cheekbones. The ferns are ferns again, no 
longer the tattered footwear of a ragged soldier. 

Each thing you see is now itself. Indeed, it is more 
than ever itself, because it has just been part of your 
waking nightmare. Ferns are always beautiful, whether 
growing indoors in civilized perfection or hit-and-miss 
out-of-doors. But they are never more beautiful than 
when you can assure yourself that they do not conceal 
a human foot, wounded and bleeding from tramping 
over mountains where there are no roads. Spruce 
boughs are satisfying in their symmetrical perfection, 
but never so much so as when you know that they are 
not the face of a man who has always been or has be- 
come a stranger to the luxury of warm water, scented 
soap, and a sharp blade. 

It isn’t just the thicket, either, that holds new beauty. 
Everything you see and touch becomes important, not 
only for what it is, but for what it is not, after you have 
let your imagination run loose for a bit. We tuck our 
everyday life about us like a blanket on a chilly night. 

And yet the nightmare isn’t quite over when you call 
your eyes and mind back to normal. For you know that 
somewhere the things you dream of in your black im- 
aginings are real. And you know that your own life 
will always have both undertones and overtones of un- 
happiness so long as evil exists anywhere. Ferns and 
spruces in a woodland thicket will not satisfy you long 
while men are ragged, dirty, fear-inspiring, and afraid. 
You may do your best to control your mind and your 
eyes, so that they may see and think only pleasant 
things, but they are bound to get away from you now 
and then. Whether you want to or not, you are likely 
to have waking visions. 

Falsehood or truth? It is hard to keep the two apart. 
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Ministers Wife... . Practice Piece 


Saturday Morning in Bordenville 


“Hiya, Mark!” Tommy’s bicycle scraped to a stop by 
the front porch, where Mark was sweeping small rugs. 
“Hiya.” The swish-swish of the broom was unin- 
terrupted. Apparently my son was more industrious 
than hospitable this morning, I reflected, as I drew back 
from the second floor window and laid on the bureau 


the scarf I had been shaking. 


“What are you doing?” 

“Sweeping. What’s it look like?” 

“Sweeping, sure. How long you got to work?” 

“Till the work is done. And, boy, is there a lot!” 

“You have to work every Saturday, don’t you?” 

“Uh-huh. Saturday’s allowance day. No work, no 
allowance, see? So I work.” 

I was already feeling a bit of a slave driver when 
Joan turned to me soberly. She leaned on her mop like 
a little old woman talking to a neighbor. 

“Some parents just give their children lots of money 
for candy and defense stamps and things, and never 
make them do any work at all.” 

“T know they do, Joan. But all families aren’t the 
Lathrop family. Daddy and I have talked over very 
carefully the way we want to raise you and Mark, be- 
cause you are very important to us. We think that you 
will always be happier if you learn early to manage your 
own money. That means doing something to get it and 
spending it wisely afterwards.” 

“Well, why don’t other people do it, too?” 

“T don’t know. Perhaps because they haven’t thought 
about it as daddy and I have. You see, everything we 
have is yours, and there are many things we do for you 
for.which we never dream of using your money. Your 
clothes, your food, your dentist and doctor bills, and 
things of that sort cost a lot of money. Just think how 
much we spent getting you two ready for school. But 
we never mentioned using your money, did we?” 

“No. I guess we’d have to go to school in rags if Mark 
and I had to buy them out of our allowance!” 

“So you see that whatever you really need, daddy and 
I are willing to pay for. But we think you should have 
some practice in earning and spending money of your 
own. That’s why we get you to help around the house 
before we give you your allowance, .so:you can practice 
using money just the way you practice your piano 
lessons.” 

“But if we earn it, why do we have to fill our own 
Sunday school envelopes? Isn’t that just like the other 
things we really need—like the doctor and clothes?” 

“Tt is, of course; but once more there’s the practice 
idea. If you never practice taking your responsibilities 
in that line, you may forget when you are grown-up 
and earning all your own money. The little bit you put 
into your envelopes doesn’t begin to ‘pay’ God for all 
His care of you any more than the work you do around 
the house really earns all the money we spend on you.” 

“But you and God and daddy are all satisfied if we 
do the best we can—even if it isn’t very good. Just like 
the way I mopped under my bed. Come and look at it.” 

I looked. “Not very good” was a masterpiece of 


understatement. Dust “pussies” played around shoes, 
socks, boxes of paper dolls, and a basket of half-made 
doll clothes. 

“Did you ever try taking everything out from under 
the bed before you start to dust?” 

“Everything out? And put it all back again?” 

“No, I wouldn’t put it all back again, if I were you.” 

“Then where shall I put it?” 

“Let’s move some of the things on your shelves and 
see if we can’t make some space.” 

One thing led to another and we were knee-deep in 
cleaning Joan’s closet when Mark stamped upstairs with 
the rugs. 

“Here you are, madam. Now I scrub the porches. 
Then I’m finished. Right?” 

“Right. But don’t bother your father about your 
allowance till lunch time.” 

“T hope he has some nickels this week; but, if he 
hasn’t, I'll get some when I go to the store. I got caught 
last week and had to put dimes in my envelope for 
Sunday school. I’ve been broke all week—Say! Do 
you think I could put pennies in this week since I put 
dimes in last week?” 

“Y’'d say that was up to you. It depends on who you 
think should pay for your not having the right change.” 

“Well, that’s what I thought, but I just thought— 
Say, tomorrow’s promotion day, isn’t it?” 

“My name isn’t ‘Say,’ but you are right again. To- 
morrow is promotion day.” 

“Do I get Mr. Lane, do you think? I hope so. The 
kids in his class have a lot of fun.” 

“T think you do. I’m not sure exactly what arrange- 
ments they are making in the junior department. So 
many of the teachers have odd hours now. But I think 
Mr. Lane is still able to come at the regular time.” 

““Say—I mean, that’s fine. Boy, will we have fun!” 

“Aren’t you going to learn a bit, too?” 

“You always learn, if you aren’t a midget-brain, but 
you don’t always have fun doing it.” 

“That’s one way of putting it,” I thought to myself. 
But aloud I said, “Is that so?” 

He raced off laughing, and .before long I heard the 
clanking of the scrub bucket and the sound of water 
being poured over the porch. 


Naughty 
Nora’s 


Nonsense 


THE man who’s right and 
knows he’s right 

Can be most irritating. 

But the one who’s wrong 
and thinks he’s right 

Is still less captivating. 


Bite © 


NAUGHTY NORA 
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Seal SCR fences 


I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a 


token of a covenant between me and the earth. 
Genesis 9: 13 


THE raindrop is a prism, dividing the sunbeam into all 
tints and colors from the infra-red to the ultra-violet. 
The united raindrops form the cloud, which one moment 
shadows the earth with forebodings and the next smiles 
beauty and benediction in the bow of promise. Back of 
the prism and the sunbeam is the Lord of creation. He 
hangs His rainbow like a coronal of glory to -tell His 
creatures that “God stands within the shadows keeping 
watch above His own.” From all floods that in seeming 
fury overflow a rebellious race, there is deliverance. 
The eternal ark of safety is not in man-built house or 
ship but in the Almighty, Who covenants to care for all 
who trust in His mercy and love. 


+ + + 


My son, give me thy heart. Proverbs 23: 26 


Dr. RoBert SoutH in his unusual way said that “the 
whole man is but the appendix of his own heart.” Again 
he referred to the heart as denoting “all the powers and 
faculties of man’s soul.” In a recent sermon a Methodist 
preacher exhorted in Solomon’s words, as on Jehovah’s 
behalf, “My son, give me thy heart,” and with revival- 
istic fervor challenged the claim of a lecturer who 
averred that the seat of affections was not in the heart 
but in the stomach. Poor overworked heart! Give it to 
God, and your affections quickened, your life-blood 
spent in larger life and service. 
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That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
. know the love of Christ which passeth knowl- 

Ephesians 3: 17, 19 


may 


edge. 


Tue watchmaker places and winds the mainspring, 
and all the wheels are made to move. To control the 
heart is to command the life. Love lays hold on the 
mainspring of the affections, and the will of the strongest 
succumbs and does obeisance, offering its service. As 
said one, “What pleases the heart commands it; and the 
command is absolute, the obedience cheerful.” “The 
love of Christ which passeth knowledge” grips mightily 
its willing subject and with indwelling force compels the 
head and all members of the body into which flows the 
life-stream to respond in spiritual energy and devotion. 


+ + + 


Walk worthily of the calling wherewith ye are called. 
Ephesians 4: 1 


WuiteE paint when placed in other colors continues to 
affect the latter despite attempts to overcome the 
whitening process. The influence of a Christian may be 
affected but not destroyed by his environment. The 
streak of piety in godly ancestors will tell for genera- 
tions, but each soul needs daily renewal of the purifying 
grace of God’s Spirit. To be “called” into a godly life 
and Christian service is but the beginning. Continuing 
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to “walk worthily of the calling” in Christ Jesus is 
necessary if His power is to be manifest. 


+ + + 


. with all lowliness and meekness. 
Ephesians 4: 1, 2 


Walk worthily . . 


A COMMENTATOR contrasted the losing of Bataan with 
that of Pearl Harbor: “Bataan was the result, not of 
Japanese military superiority but of our fat-headed 
notion that gold braid makes an admiral and silver stars 
a general. Stuffed shirts beat MacArthur and Wain- 
wright, not the Japanese. ... Whatever may have hap- 
pened elsewhere, our commanders in the islands were 
no stuffed shirts and their men were such troops as 
commanders dream of.” A Pearl Harbor debacle will 
happen in every life where self-complacency rules; but 
the final victory comes to those who, though seemingly 
defeated for a time, win in the end through worthy con- 
duct in peace or war. 


+ ~ + 


Hath not the potter the right over the clay, from the 
same lump to make one part a vessel unto honor, and 
another unto dishonor? Romans 9; 21 


Into the dark kiln goes the clay of the potter, and 
then comes the burning. The rich shades made possible 
by the artist’s touch would not stand out in beauty if 
the clay did not go into the furnace. As plastic clay in 
the hands of the potter, our lives are being shaped into 
conformity with God’s plan; but not until we pass 
through the fires of temptation or trial, perhaps of af- 
fliction, does the strength of character develop and the 
beauty of holiness. Trustingly, into the hands of the all- 
wise Creator, let us repose our lot, and dedicate our 
latent possibilities. He will do for His own what is best. 


+ + + 


And ye therefore now have sorrow: but I will see 
you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy 
no one taketh away from you. John 16: 22 


A LAWYER said that the most important item in the 
consideration of a case is time. The most difficult ques- 
tions will often solve themselves, if sufficient time is 
allowed. Anger cools, new data is secured and better 
perspective gained, and death or other providence some- 
times intervenes to condition judgments. The all-wise 
Jesus read well the case of His disciples and knew all 
their problems as well as their heartaches. “Now,” He 
said, ye “have sorrow,” but the time will come when 
“your heart shall rejoice” continually. 


PRAYER 


“Grant us, O God, a common faith that man shall 
know bread and peace—that he shall know justice and 
righteousness, freedom and security, an equal oppor- 
tunity and an equal chance to do his best, not only in 
our land but throughout the world.” In the Redeemer’s 
Name. Amen. 


September 23, 1942 


Spiritual Unity 

THE planets stay in their orbits because the sun com- 
pels them by a centripetal pull. The nations fly off into 
wild confusion unless the central pull of a common 
spirit and purpose keeps them in peaceful equilibrium. 
Whether in the old alliances, maintaining the “balance 
of power” between nations, or in the new groupings of 
United Nations and Axis Powers, common interests 
impel toward unity of purpose and action. Individuals 
with divergent interests are drawn into Lay, by family, 
social, business, or civic ties. 

Tighter than any ties—physical, soci economic, or 
civic—are the spiritual bonds that unite soul to soul. 
Love is the binding force. The Spirit of God is love’s 
generator and its guarantor. Only “unity of Spirit” can 
keep men in “the bond of peace.” One hope, one faith, 
one love, cemented by one baptism into one body in 
Christ, is the way of the Spirit to unite Christendom. 
Without this unity of Spirit there can be no true union 
of the body of believers. 


"Antlered Dilemma" 


FINLAND is a picture of the quandary in many lands 
today. This little republic looks longingly to the United 
States for possible deliverance, glances tremblingly to- 
ward the great Soviet Republic eastward, then reluc- 
tantly seeks help from her aggressive neighbor south- 
ward. As Peter Edson said of the Finns, “In fighting 
for their beloved independence, they have got their fur- 
lined breeches snagged on every point of an antlered 
dilemma.” And theirs is the predicament of many 
nations and folks these days. 

In every country and in every life these “antlered 
dilemmas” confront one. There is no such thing as a 
one-horned dilemma. The unicorn is a myth. God made 
the antlers. It is the way of His goading and yet of His 
guiding providence. It is often difficult for the one hard 
pressed by evil conditions to understand. Harder still 
is it to extricate oneself from the enmeshing horns. Yet 
there comes deliverance by grace to the believer, from 
every antlered experience. 


GOD’S DESIGN 
“Trou Who didst fashion man on earth to be 
Strong in Thy strength, and with Thy freedom free, 
Complete at last Thy great design in me. 


“Cost what it may of sorrow and distress, 
Of empty hands, of utter loneliness, 
I dare not, Lord, be satisfied with less. 


“So, Lord, reclaim Thy great design in me. 
Give or reclaim Thy gifts, but let me be: 
Strong in Thy strength, and with Thy freedom free.” 


A Farcical Union 


OF all the farcical suggestions as to uniting the re- 
ligious forces of Christendom for constructive thought 
and effort in dealing with international issues, the pro- 
posals of the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. William 
Temple, cap the climax. If it came from a less influen- 
tial source, his “Christian program” would be brushed 
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aside as the idle dream of a religious theorist or, worse, 
of a subversive Communist. But since the proponent 
is no less a personage than the official head of the Eng- 
lish state church and since the proposals seem to have 
the endorsement of Bishop Bell of Chichester and other 
eminent divines, their suggestions cannot be easily 
ignored. 

Editor C. S. Longacre’ in the September issue of 
Liberty, a religious quarterly, comments caustically 
upon the subversive features of the Archbishop’s plan 
as set forth in “Christianity and Social Order” and of 
the Bishop of Chichester’s suggestions in his book, 
“Christianity and World Order.” A committee repre- 
senting the Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and lead- 
ing Protestant bodies, acting together on behalf of a 
united Christendom, is proposed by these Anglicans to 
help reshape the war-torn world. The idea would attract 
the attention and intrigue the imagination of seekers 
after Christian unity and co-operation. But when it is 
suggested that the Pope or his representative be the 
chairman of the joint committee or a “permanent Chris- 
tian Consultative Body,” it is time to call a halt. It 
would indeed be a strain on the imagination to picture 
the traditional antagonist of Protestantism as the latter’s 
new bosom friend and leader. One does not readily 
accept the pronouncer of blessings upon the godless and 
barbaric conquest of Ethiopia as the world’s champion 
of good will and fair play. With due respect for the 
many fine qualities of the present occupant of St. Peter’s 
chair, with recognition of his background of diplomatic 
experience and ability, and with appreciation of his 
commendable efforts in opposing Nazism and cham- 
pioning the rights of oppressed Jews, the pontifical 
record and Jesuitical methods of the papacy cannot be 
easily forgotten. 

The proposed machinery and personnel of Christen- 
dom’s super-committee is no less reprehensible than its 
objectives and methods. The prospective post-war state 
would be socialistic, if not communistic. Capitalism 
would be gradually eliminated or “withered” in favor 
of a national ownership and control, and individual in- 
itiative would be curbed. The state would be supreme 
and personal liberties would be greatly curtailed. 

More vicious still, perhaps, would be the secular 
power of the church in the proposed new order. The 
political and economic planning of the proposed inter- 
national church body would logically assume functions 
of government. The principle of the separation of 
church and state would give way to control of the state 
by the church. 

According to the editor of Liberty, the Archbishop’s 
proposal, instead of being in the line of progress toward 
a better world order would be a marked step backwards 
—a “reversion” toward the old order of the Middle 
Ages, with all the evils of a hierarchical system and of 
a church-dominated state or world-wide super-state. 

“The American way” still seems far from realization, 
and even appreciation, among highly influential quar- 
ters of the so-called democratic peoples of the world. 
The Protestant spirit and individual liberty are closely 
related and each must continue to function unhindered 
side by side, if they are to survive and thrive. 


The suggestions in the four columns of these two facing 
pages are presented for study and meditation by J. William 
McCauley, D.D., Salem, Virginia. 
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eACROSS THE ‘DESK 


GOD’S WILL FOR OUR NATION 


Tue LUTHERAN is not content to leave the theme of 
this week’s graphic editorial (page 3) to the brief para- 
graphs under the picture. We complement them in this 
department. 

Beyond doubt divine providence guided Americans 
and Canadians in the development of free institutions. 
The freedoms we enjoy have been bestowed upon us 
together with tremendous resources of nature and of 
culture in order that they may be shared with races and 
nations in need of what we have so abundantly. We are 
in the relation of stewards. 

But nothing we have of wealth, wisdom, and power 
is‘an outright possession. We are a chosen people in 
our age, chosen to put the Christian way of life wher- 
ever men and women seek after the unchanging 
covenant which has displaced that made through Moses 
and the divine law. The substance of this new in- 
heritance is provided by our Lord’s redemptive self- 
sacrifice. Its emblem is the cross. 

As Sodom and Gomorrah were overwhelmed because 
they lacked even five righteous men; and as Jerusalem 
was destroyed because it knew not the day of its visita- 
tion; so the protection of the cross will be an imaginary 
refuge if they in» whose name it is used have fear but 
no faith in Christ. We must undergird. the officers of 
state and nation with an unfaltering trust in God and 
regard for our stewardship. 


RELATIONS WITH THE FEDERAL COUNCIL 

WHATEVER may be the response authorized at our 
Louisville convention to the invitation to full member- 
ship received from the Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America, the outstanding position and in- 
fluence of this interdenominational agency are acknowl- 
edged. The unusually careful attention given the re- 
lationship signifies the regard the Federal Council has 
earned and the obligation felt by the U. L. C. A. to give 
minute examination to its own principles and obliga- 
tions as well as to the history, aims, and organization of 
the Federal Council. The recommendations resulting 
from the invitation as presented by the Executive Board 
are evidence of research, discussion, and thought for the 
present and future responsibilities of America’s Chris- 
tian churches. 

Tue LUTHERAN published the resolutions to which the 
convention will give consideration in its issue of July 29. 
They are herewith published a second time, in order 
that our readers may have another opportunity to study 
the conclusions of their Executive Board, and, if they 
see fit, to write their comments to the president of the 
United Lutheran Church, or to the president of the 
writer’s synod, or to a member of his synod’s delegation 
to the convention beginning October 14. 


The Resolutions 

1. That the U. L. C. A., in the unity of the one Holy 
Catholic Church, to which all true believers in Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour belong, reaffirm its sincere 
desire to make its maximum contribution to the cause 
of Christianity in the world, through the best and most 
consistent relationships among recognized Christian 
churches, 


2. That the U. L. C. A. reaffirm our strong conviction 
that. according to the nature and constitution of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
all memberships in it should be of a consultative char- 
acter, and that the Council is and should be a conferen- 
tial body. 

3. That the United Lutheran Church in America 
continue its consultative membership in the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 

4. That the Executive Board of the U. L. C. A. be 
instructed to increase its appropriation for the support 
of the Federal Council from $2,000 to $4,000 per annum 
for the next biennium. 

5. That our quota of representatives as provided by 
the constitution of the Federal Council (14 on the basis 
of the present membership) be filled by appointment of 
the Executive Board, for a single term of six years each 
(at first appointment, approximately one-third to serve 
two years, and approximately one-third to serve four 
years)—these representatives to the Council to have 
voice but not vote. 

6. That from these representatives, the Executive 
Board make appointments to the Council’s Executive 
Committee, to departments already approved, and to 
any additional departments in which it regards rep- 
resentation as desirable. 

7. That these representatives be constituted an of- 
ficial Commission of the U. L. C. A. to the Federal 
Council, to be responsible in all matters pertaining ‘to. 
our relationship with the Council, and to make biennial 
reports to the U. L. C. A. convention. 

8. That any previous actions of the U. L. C. A., not 
in harmony with these recommendations, be rescinded. 


A proper understanding of the resolutions involves 
consideration of their significance as a whole and “item 
by item.” In their entirety they decline the Council’s 
invitation to enter into full membership. Instead, they 
request continuance “in kind” of the present connection 
which is designated consultative. This word is employed 
to convey two meanings. First, it reflects the title of the 
Council which is conferential and not autonomous. The 
Council disclaims legislative authority, declaring, 
Article 4 of its constitution as published in 1929: 


“The Federal Council shall have no authority over 
the constituent bodies adhering to it; but its province 
shall be limited to the expression of its counsel and the 
recommending of a course of action in matters of com- 
mon interest to the churches, local councils, and indi- 
vidual Christians. 

“It has no authority to draw up a common creed or 
form of government or of worship, or in any way to 
limit the full autonomy of the Christian bodies adhering 
toate 


While there is general agreement that the founders of 
the Federal Council in 1908 and their predecessors as. 
far back as 1838 hoped that a single organic Christian. 
Church might be possible in North America, experience. 
has so far testified to the inability to realize that ideal 
degree of unity. The nearest approach to it is the Fed- 
eral Council with its frankly expressed limitations. 

Nevertheless, number one of our Executive Board’s: 
report is a confessional declaration to the effect that the 
U. L. C. A. participates in the unity of the church and 
desires to make its maximum contribution to the work. 
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of the Christian Church. It is declared by implication 
that the United Lutheran Church deems itself best able 
to contribute to and receive from the Federal Council 
by retaining the consultative relationship. 

We do not, however, interpret the resolutions as main- 
taining the “status quo” of the present relationships. 
The recommendation to establish a commission of four- 
teen members who shall be the medium of direct con- 
tacts between the U. L. C. A. and the Federal Council 
should not only broaden the areas of mutual interest, 
but should also emphasize the importance of readily 


established forms of co-operation. The commissioners, 


if the coming convention adopts the recommendations 
of the Executive Board, will have authority resembling 
what we give to our representatives in the National 
Lutheran Council, but different areas of authority. 

But what the proposals responding to the Federal 
Council’s invitation do not mean is an “all out” recog- 
nition of the Council’s authority to speak for and act 
for the U. L. C. A. in areas for which consultative mem- 
bership has not been asked and given. The spheres of 
conference are specified. Not all the departments of the 
Federal Council are within the range of consultative 
consideration. Thereby the right of the Council to speak 
for the United Lutheran Church is limited. 

From the “brief” to which reference has already been 
made we quote: 


“The basic reason for assuming our consultative re- 
lationship and not accepting full membership in the Fed- 
eral Council lies largely in the fundamental doctrines 
involved in the early historic divisions of Protestants 
into Lutheran and Reformed. Historically and confes- 
sionally the Lutheran Church (half of Protestantism) 
is not a branch of the Reformed family, but is one of 
the four major divisions of Christendom; namely, East- 
ern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Reformed, and Lu- 
theran. The Federal Council is primarily an associa- 
tion of churches of the Reformed group.” 


This general declaration does not lessen the force of 
present-day conditions which have led to the invitation 
from the Federal Council to the United Lutheran 
Church to enter into full membership. It is also proper 
to observe that the formal and exhaustive consideration 
which was given to this group of relationships in 1922 
in no way limited the valuation of the present crisis and 
the need for the largest possible co-operation among 
Christians. 


Baptism 
Contributed by Dr. W. H. GrREEVER 


Character of Baptism. Baptism is the sacrament of 
grace for regeneration. There are only two sacraments, 
instituted and commanded by Christ. Baptism, by which 
the Holy Spirit in the Word regenerates the heart and 
bestows the gift of eternal life, is the sacrament through 
which God makes and seals His abiding covenant of 
grace. God does not change His pledge, and Baptism 
is the Sacrament which is never repeated. It is the Sac- 
rament of Holy Communion which is designed to give 
repeated gifts of grace to the repentant sinner in the 
continuous renewal of his side of the baptismal covenant. 
Through Baptism men are made disciples of Christ, 
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through the Holy Communion their spiritual health and 
growth are provided for. 

Baptism is not a mere ordinance, obedience to which 
is a mark of merit, but is a sacrament through which the 
gift of God’s grace is bestowed for the forgiveness of sin 
and the rebirth of the soul. The gifts of God’s grace in 
baptism are the source of spiritual life for those who 
are conceived and born in sin, and God’s promises con- 
nected with baptism are the source of assurance of sal- 
vation for the repentant sinner. 


Mode of Baptism. Two things are essential in bap- 
tism: the Word and water. The Word is the “means of 
grace” through which God’s gifts are bestowed, and the 
Word to be used is specific and fixed, as commanded by 
Christ. The use of water, as a visible element, is also 
necessary and may not be omitted, but the quantity of 
water or the mode of its application is not specified in 
the Bible. No single mode can be shown to be the only 
mode required, either by the meaning of the word, “bap-. 
tize,” or by examples. The fact that such proof from the 
Scriptures that any particular form of baptism is the 
only true form cannot be given, is sufficient evidence 
that the mode of baptism is not essential to true baptism. 
Whoever is baptized with water (sprinkled, poured or 
immersed), and the Word (In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost) is truly baptized. 
Baptism is properly administered by those authorized 
by the Church for the guarantee of the integrity of the 
Sacrament. 


Importance of Baptism. It is what God offers in bap- 
tism that makes baptism an essential for the individual 
soul—forgiveness of sin and the gift of eternal life. The 
command of Christ which expresses His estimate of the 
importance of baptism makes its observance binding 
upon those who would become disciples of Him. God 
may not bind Himself to baptism as the only medium 
through which He bestows these special gifts of grace, 
but He binds men to it as the medium of reception so 
definitely that willful neglect or refusal of baptism re- 
sults in the forfeiture of the blessings promised. 


Baptism and Faith. God’s gift of faith is not limited 
to the Word in baptism as the means, but it is limited 
always to the Word. Also it is true that the Word always 
bears God’s grace, whether for the gift of faith or for 
the nurture of faith, and the gift of faith is always ° 
bestowed unless it is rejected. It is thus that God has 
graciously provided for His gift of faith, and the re- 
generation of the hearts, for little children through the 
sacramental Word in Baptism. God’s grace is nowhere 
more highly appreciated than in the practice of infant 
baptism. It is the starting point for godly perents from 
which to bring up their children “in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord.” Through baptism the “little 
ones” are born into the family of God’s children, and 
are made members of His Church. This becomes the 
strongest bond for the unity of the Christian family. 

In the case of adults who have never received the gift 
of faith through the sacramental Word the preached 
Word comes to them first with God’s offer of the gift of 
faith, which they either accept or reject. If they accept 
God’s gift of faith through the preached Word, then they 
gladly accept the confirmation of that gift through the 
personalized promises of God in the sacramental Word, 
and eagerly seek the blessings of baptism. 
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Salvation’s Basic Factor 


Faith in Christ as Our Personal Saviour a Required Attribute 
By NATHAN R. MELHORN 
Acts 16: 13-15; Romans 5: 1-11. The Sunday School Lesson for October 4 


Wits Sunday, October 4, the church 
swings into the fourth quarter of the 
civil year. In the sphere of Sunday 
school instruction there is the return 
of studies in the New Testament and 
attention to three groups of doctrines 
that are of primary importance. They 
are: Faith in Christ as our Personal 
Saviour, Loyalty to Christ, Growth in 
Christ. Apropos of Bible Sunday, 
which more and more is being recog- 
nized by Protestant denominations, the 
lesson for the last Sunday of October 
will be devoted to “The Christian and 
His Bible.” 


Additional Topics for Study 


The month of November is in one 
respect a continuation of the studies 
prescribed for the previous month, but 
with an advance from the individual to 
the family. The topics for lessons which 
are announced for that period of the 
civil year begin with “The Christian 
View of Marriage.” Following the ex- 
amination of Biblical teachings on that 
subject, the seniors, under date of No- 
vember 8, will study “Christian Nur- 
ture in the Family”; November 15, 
“Things That Mar Family Life”; No- 
vember 22, “Motives for Strengthening 
Family Life.” The last of the three 
groups in the application of Christian 
doctrine will begin November 29 with 
“The Mission of the Church.” Decem- 
ber 6 deals with the “Meaning of 
Church Membership,” and on Decem- 
ber 11 a series of Biblical excerpts will 
be interpreted from the point of view 
of their relation to “The Value of the 
Church to the Social Order.” 

The foregoing list of the subjects of 
coming lessons is now announced 
with the hope that all the readers of 
THE LuTHERAN who have not been in 
the habit of attendance at a Sunday 
school session each week will arrange 
to go. It is essential that they be stim- 
ulated toward and guided in their ap- 
praisal of the doctrines which will be 
presented for study during this last 
quarter of the year 1942. The criticism 
that Protestantism is experiencing a 
growing indefiniteness as to evangelical 
teachings is so widely applicable as to 
constitute a danger to the continuance 
of our evangelical appraisal of Holy 
Scripture. Certainly the Bible’s value 
is for what it contains—not for its 
place on a library shelf, nor the char- 
acter of its binding, nor its label. 

The first lesson in the series has the 
title in The Lesson Commentary pro- 


vided by the Church, “Faith in Christ 
as Our Personal Saviour.” The first 
Scriptural reference reports the Sab- 
bath Day visit of St. Paul to the “place 
of prayer” in a place named Thyatira. 
Either because there were too few 
Jews in this town or because the Jew- 
ish influence was insufficient, no syna- 
gogue had been organized. The nearest 
approach to a center for the worship 
of Jehovah was “a place of prayer.” 

It was on this visit that he met Lydia, 
a seller of purple, the now lost dyestuff 
of his day. Luke reports with his usual 
brevity that this woman, “whose heart 
the Lord opened to give heed unto the 
things which were spoken by Paul,” 
received baptism, together with her 
household, and in grateful recognition 
of her indebtedness to the apostle to 
the Gentiles she constrained him to 
stay at her house during the period of 
his missioning in Thyatira. 


Faith the Basic Claim 

Following this description of a con- 
version, the lesson text shifts to eleven 
verses of the fifth chapter of Paul’s 
Epistle to the Romans, provided as the 
doctrinal basis for the evangelical 
principle, justification by faith. It need 
hardly be said to those who are readers 
of THE LUTHERAN that a great deal of 
confused thinking is current even 
amongst Christians with reference to 
the place which fate has in relation to 
the salvation of the soul. The New 
Testament teaching on this subject is, 
first of all, a contrast with the basic 
principle which was laid down for the 
chosen people in the period before the 
incarnation and sacrifice of the Son of 
God. The old covenant was one in 
which the keeping of the law was the 
requirement for God’s approval. The 
covenant for which Moses received the 
terms by revelation from Jehovah was, 
so far as inheritance of divine grace is 
concerned, displaced by the sacrifice 
of Christ and His provision thereby of 
righteousness — the righteousness of 
which man deprived himself under the 
law by transgressing. 

We sometimes refer to this covenant 
with the Jews as the covenant of works, 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


September 28-October 4 
M. “Christ Died for Us.” Romans 5: 1-11. 
TA ess Woman’s Faith. Acts 16: 11-15. 
Ww. “What Must I Do to Be Saved?” Acts 16: 
Th. “Lord, I Believe.” John 9: 24-38. 
F. “That Ye May Believe.” Sonn 20: 26-31. 
Sat. “Whosoever Believeth.” Romans 10: 8-13. 
S. Faith Is the Victory. Revelation 3: 1-6. 
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in order that thereby we may contrast 
it with the covenant of grace which 
bestows faith. 

There are numerous definitions of 
faith, each of which is the expression 
of its meaning from a certain point of 
view. One of the very impressive and 
attractive but symbolical definitions is, 
that faith is the hand by which we link 
ourselves to our Lord. The content of 
that statement grows out of the three 
elements which were long taught as 
the content of faith; namely, 
fidence, knowledge, and assent. Of 
these three the first is the quality that 
is primarily efficacious. It is often com- 
pared to the attitude which the child 
has to a parent. He has no hesitancy 
in accepting the guidance and authority 
of his elders. But as the Christian 
grows in grace, as experiences develop 
mind and thinking, his knowledge of 
the grace of God expands and his daily 
life confirms his trust in his Lord’s 
teachings and leadership. There is ever 
growing exclusion of all other interests. 


Faith and Judgment 

There is another approach to faith 
which might be described as an expres- 
sion of its value. This occurs in that 
very familiar teaching of Paul, “There- 
fore we conclude that a man is justified 
by faith without the deeds of the law.” 
In that portion of the Epistle to the 
Romans the great apostle worded the 
revealed teachings concerning the 
righteousness of God. The term right- 
eousness is there attached to justifiea- 
tion. It means a state of being “right 
with God.” The basis of such “right- 
ness” is not moral perfection on the 
part of the person, but the result of an 
act of God as judge. The Lutheran 
theologians of the past have distin- 
guished justification by faith in Christ 
with the assertion, it is a forensic act 
of God; that is, it is a decision on the 
part of God by which believers in 
Christ are freed in His name from the 
penalties of the law. 

The first verse of the fifth chapter 
presents faith from still another angle. 
In the instance which we have just 
cited, faith provided the sinner with a 
ground for his release from the pen- 
alty of his sins. “God looked through 
Christ” is an ancient statement, “and 
could not see the guilt of the believer 


between whom and his Judge the 
Saviour stood.” 
Paul wrote in the fifth chapter, 


“Therefore being justified by faith, we 
have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This peace is one item 
in a group of qualities of soul and 
mind and life which are named one 
after another in this fifth chapter of 
Romans. It is thus of the utmost value 
to every believer that he know inti- 
mately the results to him which follow 
his believing in Jesus Christ. 


con- 
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The Young ‘People 


By Amos JOHN TRAvVER, Frederick, Md. 


The Slighted 


Invitation 
Matthew 22: 1-14 


“Tempe TALKS” is the title under 
which the next three topics are listed. 
Three parables recorded in Matthew 
21 and 22 are the basis for study. All 
of them were told in the Temple dur- 
ing Holy Week. The parable of the 
marriage feast was also told by Jesus 
at a dinner in the house of Simon the 
Pharisee. (See Luke 14: 7-14.) We 
must not be surprised when such a 
difference occurs in the Gospels. No 
doubt Jesus told many of His best par- 
ables many times in many places. 

These “Temple Talks” were directed 
against the scribes and Pharisees, the 
recognized leaders of religion in Jeru- 
salem and bitter opponents of Jesus. 
We must never feel that Jesus has any 
other purpose in His pointed parables 
and frank warnings to them than to 
save them from themselves. He took 
no pleasure in the glee of His publican 
friends when the Pharisees felt the lash 
of his logic. Even when He is sharpest 
in His attack upon them, He is hoping 
they yet may repent and believe on 
Him. 

A Feast 


Jesus likens the Christian movement 
to a marriage feast. Many good people 
have believed that religion must be 
long-faced and gloomy. Indeed these 
Pharisees were concerned that Jesus 
did not lay more emphasis on fasting. 
We do not need to apologize for sing- 
ing and laughter. The saved soul is 
immune from worry. Sorrow for sin 
is covered by the cloak of God’s merci- 
ful forgiveness. “I was glad when they 
said unto me, let us go into the house 
of the Lord.” David understood the 
joy of faith. The tabernacle to him was 
a “House of Gladness.” Beware of the 
Christian who finds no zest in life. 

The feast is free. It was not a church 
supper designed to bring profits into 
the treasury of the Aid. No guest could 
pay for this feast. It was not even 
necessary to buy a new dinner dress 
for this occasion. The Oriental host 
was so gracious that he furnished the 
wedding garment as well as the wed- 
ding feast. More, he might send one 
of his servants to remind the guests of 
the hour of the feast and to usher them 
to his home. 

Gracious is the word. It is too bad 
so good a word as grace has become a 


very technical theological term to so 
many people. Love never has suffered 
quite so much from Christian teachers 
and preachers. Grace is the very heart 
of Christian truth. There can be no 
bargaining about one’s place among 
Jesus’ disciples. There is no price to 
pay. “Come,” says Jesus, and all we 
need to do is to accept the invitation. 

The invitation is repeated. It comes 
through the king’s Son. It comes 
through the king’s servants. It comes 
again and again as surely as the church 
bells ring for service after service. Yet 
acceptance is not forced upon us. If 
we do not sit at the King’s table, it 
will be entirely our own choice. 


Alibis 
The excuses given for refusal of the 
invitation are most interesting. Strange 


how studiously they tried to keep from 
open refusal. If you have invited your 


-neighbors te attend your church, you 


will understand. With very rare ex- 
ceptions, they do not say, “No, I have 
no use for the church.” Neither did 
these invited neighbors answer that 
they would not come because they did 
not want to come. Human nature is so 
alike from century to century. 

The alibis offered were all very good 
things to do. In themselves they would 
all receive the approval of the king. 
Matthew makes a general alibi of farm 
and business, the secular interests of 
daily lives. Luke lists the buying of a 
field, the buying of a yoke of oxen, and 
the marrying of a wife. Of course, on 
the face of it, these were not good rea- 
sons for refusing the invitation. No 
Jew would buy a field or oxen without 
being well certain that they were a 
good buy. Besides, there would be 
time enough to look over their pur- 
chases after the feast was over. As to 
the marriage, to us that was the lamest 
excuse of all. In Jesus’ day a wife was 
property, so His hearers did not make 
any distinction between this and the 
other two alibis. 


Rebellion 


The excuses began out of the desire 
of these neighbors to avoid the feast. 
It is only a step from an attempt to 
ignore the invitation to active opposi- 
tion. The Pharisees had traveled this 
path to the point where they were 
ready to have Jesus put out of the way. 
Jesus cannot be ignored. Indifference 
to Him leads naturally to hate. So 
when the messengers of the king came, 
entreating these men to come to the 
feast, they laid hands on them and 
some of them they killed. How clearly 


Jesus saw the direction in which the 
opposition of the leaders of the Jews 
was going. The cross was not chosen 
by His enemies at first. They tried to 
discredit Him. They tried to use Him. 
When He evaded them, their wilfulness 
grew into bitter rebellion against all 
He represented. 

Indifferent people are in danger. 
They are not only in danger of missing 
the feast and losing the only possibility 
of really joyous living, but they will 
eventually find themselves on the side 
of the rebels, stopping at nothing in the 
desire to put an end to such invitations. 
The very prick of conscience, intended 
to lead them to repentance, becomes 
the spur to more stubborn opposition. 

You cannot be neutral about the 
Christian Church. Jesus said “for or 
against.” You are either at the feast 
or you are not. The King provides the 
feast where and as He wills. Are you 
there? Unreservedly there? If not, 
you are a traitor to the King. 


Room for All 


It is easy to apply this parable to the 
rejection of Jesus by the Jewish lead- 
ers and the invitation to the Gentiles 
and other outcasts to take their places 
in the Kingdom. We must not limit the 
intention of the King. He intended 
that all should share the feast, but first 
He invited those who knew Him best. 
They had been special objects of His 
kindness. He had every reason to be- 
lieve that they would be so full of 
gratitude toward Him that they would 
have been glad to come. 

There is room in the Kingdom for all. 
It is the divine purpose that the table 
be full. There is room for men of every 
race, of every color, of every class. 

The one credential every guest must 
have is in his heart. Why was the in- 
vitation refused? The rebellious sub- 
jects held something more important, 
more dear than their king. It was a 
personal rejection of the king. He was 
not first in their hearts. This is the 
negative statement of that which is just 
as true of those who come to the feast. 
They are there because they love their 
king. It is not the food that means most 
to them, but fellowship with the host. 
Even the half-starved beggars from the 
highways would find even greater sat- 
isfaction in the dignity of a place at the 
king’s table than in the luxury of ful] 
stomachs. This is the decisive factor in 
acceptance or rejection of Christ. 
“What think ye of Christ?” 

* * * * 

To Leavers: Topic date, October 4. 

Next topic, The Two Sons. 
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‘BOOK ‘REVIEWS 


RELIGION IN ILLNESS 
AND HEALTH 


By Carroll A. Wise. Harper and 
Brothers, New York City. Pages 279. 
Price, $2.50. 


In this scholarly and instructive book, 
Dr. Wise analyzes the role of religion 
in the formation of healthy and sick 
mental patterns. As chaplain of the 
Worcester State Hospital, the author 
has had unusual opportunities to make 
his own observation of psychotic pa- 
tients and has had access to medical 
and psychiatric literature that is not 
ordinarily available to clergymen. The 
result is a book of unusual merit. It 
differs from similar investigations of 
psychiatrists and psychoanalysts in the 
consistent concentration upon the reli- 
gious factor in the personality picture. 
The author points out that psychiatrists 
attempt to adjust their patients to 
actual situations, while clergymen want 
to lead to an appreciation of the values 
inherent in the Christian religion. Both 
as an objective and for the results ob- 
tained the addition is significant. 

The theological reader will be stim- 
ulated by the author’s conception of 
religious “symbols.” Creeds, customs, 
forms of worship are symbols of an 
inner experience. As long as they ex- 
press a valid living experience, they 
contribute to mental health; as soon 
as the symbol assumes an importance 
of its own, becomes dissociated from 
actual experience, it produces ill health. 
This general principle leads to a great 
many interesting observations on the 
wrong use which people make of reli- 
gious symbols to satisfy unhealthy 
mental traits. 

It should be stated that this is not 
a book on counseling technique and 
that its content does not lend itself to 
any immediate practical application. It 
is furthermore not an easy book. The 
author’s extensive use of psychiatric 
terminology in which he is painstak- 
ingly accurate may offer some difficulty 
for beginners. Other readers may wish 
for a somewhat more explicit statement 
of the relationship between religious 
symbols and reality or find the defini- 
tion of religion as “man’s attempt to 
find that reality which is capable of 
sustaining personality through the in- 
escapable tragedies of life’ not alto- 
gether satisfactory. 

But these reservations detract in no 
way from the fact that this book repre- 
sents valuable original research in the 
field of psychology of religion and can 
make a real contribution to the think- 
ing and practice of pastors who wish 
to help their parishioners on the way 
towards mental health. 

Cart J. SCHINDLER. 


MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE 


By Gladys Hoagland Groves. Reynal 
and Hitchcock, Inc., New York City. 
Pages 526. Price, $3.50. 


In my opinion Marriage and Family 
Life is an encyclopedic (for it contains 
volumes of practical information) book 
written by one whose experience in this 
field enables her to come to practical, 
sound, common sense solutions of the 
many problems in this realm today. 
Each chapter has a wealth of case 
studies which bear light on the ideas 
and suggestions found in each chapter. 
These case studies make the book de- 
lightful reading and create the human 
interest element in a book which might 
otherwise be academic and uninter- 
esting. 

The language of the book is easily 
understood by the lay reader in this 
field; it is simple, clear and not too 
technical, yet it is scientific. When a 
scientific term is used, it is described 
and the meaning clearly defined. One 
is amazed at the wealth of scientific 
information at the disposal of the writer 
and her ability to use it in simple, prac- 
tical ways. 

In addition to the wealth of material 
in the text itself the book contains an 
ample and helpful bibliography which 
the person desiring more material 
could use to advantage. It will there- 
fore be of great assistance to the pas- 
tors or anyone else interested in teach- 
ing or lecturing in the field of marriage 
and the family. It will be an invalu- 
able aid to many young people—mar- 
ried and single—who are seeking some 
help for the problems of today. There 
are many suggestions for the parent re- 
garding parenthood and child training. 
Such a book would most certainly be a 
splendid reference book for those who 
have a desire to build-up a library in 
the realm of marriage and family life. 

Cuar.LEsS P. CRESSMAN. 


CYRUS THE PERSIAN 


By Sherman A. Nagel. William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Pages 192. Price, $1.00. 


Cyrus the Great, king of the Medes 
and the Persians, is the subject of this 
book. As an instrument of God, chosen 
to allow the restoration of the Jews to 
Jerusalem and their ancestral land, he 
was continually caught up in the divine 
plans and power. His grandfather, 
Astyages, king of the Medes, plotted his 
death in Cyrus’ infancy, but through a 
series of miracles this deliverer of the 
Chosen People was spared for his great 
work, 
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The author has woven a delightful 
story from the known facts, using as 
characters Biblical personages of the 
time: Daniel, Abednego, Nebuchadnez- 
zar, and other familiars of the Old 
Testament. Romance, adventure; col- 
orful scenes spread their charm across 
these pages. At the same time Mr. 
Nagel portrays sympathetically the 
hardships endured by the Jews under 
their Babylonian masters, their undy- 
ing faith under adversity, and the in- 
tense conviction that Isaiah’s prophecy 
regarding the Deliverer would be ful- 
filled. 

Perhaps one of the most helpful 
things any author can do is to orientate 
our thinking with regard to the hap- 
penings of the Scriptures: placing them 
in their correct setting with regard to 
the history and life of their times. This 
Mr. Nagel has accomplished. 

W. Rosert Miter. 


GOOD NEWS FOR BAD TIMES 


By Frederick Keller Stamm. Harper 
& Brothers, New York. Pages 205. 
Price, $1.50. 


Dr. Stamm is pastor of the Clinton 
Avenue Community Church in Brook- 
lyn. Asa radio preacher, he addresses 
a large audience of listeners each week. 
Forty of his radio addresses have been 
condensed and prepared for publication. 

The book is intended primarily for 
“moderns seeking to find the light of 
life” and for those who “are outside of 
any organized church.” Such readers 
will doubtless find it more convincing 
than those who have a Christian back- 
ground. ‘ 

In fairness to the author, it must be 
said that the subjects are interesting 
and the themes well worked out. Many 
of them will offer mental stimulation 
for the reader and might even be used 
profitably as sermon suggestions. The 
thoughts are often striking, as in the 
section on prayer which is subtitled, 
“Ladders to Heaven.” 

Conservative Christians, however, will 
find that a major fault in the book is 
Dr. Stamm’s attitude toward Christ. 
There is no mention of Christ’s divin- 
ity, nor any indication that Dr. Stamm 
accepts it. And, of course, there is little 
about sin and nothing about the atone- 
ment. Jesus is always referred to as a 
“man” or a “teacher.” Many of us feel 
that the best of all good news in these 
bad times is the fact that we have a 
changeless Saviour, Whose glorious 
atonement offers hope and joy even 
to this sinful generation. It is too bad 
that Dr. Stamm fails to use his fine tal- 
ents and his opportunity to bring this 
message of salvation to those “outside 
of any organized church.” 

ALBERT P. STAUDERMAN, 
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OPEN LETTERS 


ECCLESIASTICISM FEARED 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

THE open letter, “A Voice From the 
Pew,” deserves the author’s signature. 
It puts into words what a great many 
pastors and laymen have been think- 
ing for a.long, long time. 

Obviously the writer is suggesting a 
bishop when he states: “It would be 
better for ministers and congregations 
if some authority were set up to keep 
all churches at a maximum efficiency.” 
However, the present weakness in the 
system of calling a pastor would be 
just as damaging to a bishopric. The 
difficulty lies deeper than the modus 
operandi: it is an unwillingness to place 
the whole matter of the pastoral call 
into the guiding hands of God. 

Someone has written: “Where there 
is ecclesiasticism there is no God!” 
How many congregations can say that 
their pastor was decided upon by the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit? Of course, 
there are many who have experienced 
“a fitness in things.” But there are 
numbers of other congregations that 
have placed their faith in ecclesiasti- 
cism. They have trusted in an organiza- 
tion, “or perhaps,” to quote the writer, 
“on the recommendations of friends.” 
If the Lutheran Church had a bishop, 
sooner or later he would become a glo- 
rified bookkeeper. 

The writer of the article is wrong on 
one point. He claims that nothing can 
be done about placing the right man 
in the right congregation. Something 
can be done and will be done before 
this war is over. That is to recapture 
the faith that was a vital element in 
the early days of Lutheranism: a faith 
in God instead of an organization or a 
promotional program. 

“A Voice From the Pew” is a faint 
handwriting on the wall which will 
gradually grow into a sharper focus. 
The voice is heard even now: “They 
have taken away my Lord and I know 
not where they have hid him.” 

Rosert C. Davis. 


TO CHANGE MINISTERS 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

I HAVE read your article in THE Lu- 
THERAN of August 26 entitled, “A 
Voice From the Pew.” It might be well 
now to hear from the pulpit. 

The writer has been a president of a 
synod of no mean proportion in the 
church. His work in Christian educa- 
tion has taken him into thirty-two 
states during the years. He has seen 
the Lutheran Church function in many 
congregations, under many. different 
synods, under many different circum- 


stances and under many nationalistic 
groups. 

While our church has many weak- 
nesses which all will admit, yet it 
seems to the writer that your statement 
about “one unfortunate weakness” 
may be more of a local weakness than 
a general malady, and that the mem- 
bers of the congregation are not using 
their constitutional means to correct 
their own weaknesses. 

The congregation is the seat of au- 
thority. It holds annual or special 
meetings, to which reports good or not 
good may be brought. At these meet- 
ings the congregation and its societies 
report their work and outline their 
plans for the coming year. Each mem- 
ber, or each one of various working 
groups, has a privilege to make recom- 
mendations or offer suggestions for the 
welfare of the Kingdom at home and 
abroad. 

During the interim of meetings the 
church council has monthly meetings, 
to which each member or groups of 


. members may come and offer con- 


structive suggestions for the congrega- 
tional welfare, or offer complaints. 

The constitution of each congrega- 
tion has an avenue by which members 
or groups of members may call congre- 
gational meetings to consider certain 
important work of the congregation. 

Should the above methods fail, each 
member, or certain groups of members, 
have access to the president of confer- 
ence, or to the president of synod. 
These men are always willing to hear 
just and reasonable complaints. 

What usually happens is: Members 
do not make use of their congregational 
means. Many members do not attend 
annual congregational meetings; take 
little interest in reports; are not con- 
cerned about the welfare of the con- 
gregation and its societies; are timid 
in offering helpful suggestions to the 
congregation, or to the church council 
meetings from month to month. They 
talk much “on the outside” but talk 
little “on the inside.” Pastor A. 


AGE AND SYNOD LIMITS 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

In the August 26 issue of THE Lu- 
THERAN there appeared an open letter 
under the title, “A Voice From the 
Pew.” The writer is to be commended 
for bringing into the open a matter that 
is of vital concern to many ministers 
as well as to many congregations. 
There is much, in fact most, of what 
the writer said with which most min- 
isters would agree. 

There are very few ministers in the 
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Lutheran Church today who will not 
agree that one of the crying needs of 
the church is an easier and more fre- 
quent opportunity for a change in pas- 
torates. The preachers agree heartily 
with the layman that “both ministers 
and laymen have many heartaches and 
headaches, for both are suffering 
shamefully” from the present frozen 
conditions which make it impossible 
for a congregation to get another min- 
ister when this seems desirable, but 
what the layman does not seem to sense 
is that the pastors, in most such in- 
stances as the writer describes, are 
even more anxious to make a change in 
pastorates than the congregations they 
serve. 

The writer of the open letter re- 
ferred to seems to be very familiar 
with the congregation’s lot, but is not 
aware of the minister’s situation or he 
would never write: “The minister 
seems to get all the advantages, and 
the church,.member is the forgotten 
man.” He asks; “Just what can a con- 
gregation do to bring about a change, 
if the minister chooses to remain in 
spite of conditions?” 

It is not always the minister’s fault 
that he remains. He may be a very 
excellent minister, able, scholarly, have 
done a fine piece of work, but now for 
the good of the congregation and his 
own good he ought to make a change. 
But what can he do about it? If he is 
past thirty-five years of age, almost 
nothing. Just what would the layman 
do, who criticizes his pastor for not 
moving on to another parish, if he were 
in the minister’s place? What if he had 
given from seven to ten years after 
high school for preparation for his 
calling, only to find that after a few 
quickly passing years no congregation 
would consider him as a pastor, for no 
other reason. than that he had had a 
few years of helpful experience? It is 
an actual fact that church councilmen, 
every one of whom is older than a 
minister to whom they will refuse to 
give a hearing and who would be 
shocked were any one to hint that some 
younger person might do their work 
better, will go to the president of their 
synod and say, “We will not consider 
anyone who has been graduated from 
the theological seminary longer than 
three years.” (This is an actual case.) 
The inability of pastors to move to an- 
other parish is usually not a question 
of ability at all. 

There are other reasons than age why 
pastors cannot readily move from one 
field of labor to another. One of the 
most objectionable is the high fence 
which some synods erect around what 
they consider their domain. 

Furthermore, there is no system of 
promotion in the Lutheran Church. 
Some of the best preachers in the 


(Continued on page 31) 
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VIRGINIA SYNOD ACTIVE IN CHURCHES AND INSTITUTIONS 
By P. J. BAME 


ys 


PRESENT AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 


sabe 


LUTHERAN ORPHAN HOME AT SALEM, VA. 


(Front row, left to right) T. C. Rohrbaugh, Superintendent; S. C. Markley, Salem, Va.; 
Rev. H. B. Watson, Chapin, S. C.; J. L. Almond, Jr., Roanoke, Va.; H. C. Schatz, Parr, 
S. C.; Rev. M. L. Minnick, Lynchburg, Va.; Rev. B. J. Wessinger, Spencer, N. C. 

(Second row) C. M. Speese, Roanoke, Va.; Rev. F. W. Brandt, Charleston, S. C.; H. L. 
Shealy, Prosperity, S. C.; Rev. G. W. McClanahan, Bessemer City, N. C.; Rev. Paul L. 
Royer, Bluefield, W. Va.; J. F. Morton, Salem, Va.; Rev..W. G. Webb, Cherryville, N. C. 
(Back row) E. E. Whisnant, Hickory, N. C.; T. Paul Rhyne, Greensboro, N. C.; Rev. F. E. 
Dufford, Luray, Va.; F. T. Prufer, Staunton, Va.; Frank R. Brown, Rural Retreat, Va.; 


W. E. Monts, Clinton, S. C. 


THE annual meeting of the corpora- 
tion and Board of Trustees of the Lu- 
theran Orphan Home of the South was 
held in June at the Home in Salem, Va. 
The Board adopted a budget of $35,160 
for the fiscal year May 1, 1942, to April 
30, 1943. It also considered the condi- 
tion of the Home under four headings: 
physical equipment, staff and children, 
finances and support, and promotion. 

The audited report showed total as- 
sets $368,756.74, of which $84,796.44 is 
permanent endowment. The report 
also showed bequests during the last 
fiscal year amounting to $8,038.13, and 
contributions from churches to the 
amount of $23,229.31. 

The staff consists of fourteen mem- 
bers. During the past year 124 boys 
and girls from the synods of Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia-Alabama, Florida, and Mis- 
sissippi were cared for by the Home. 

The officers elected for the year 
were: President, Judge J. L. Almond, 
Jr.; vice-president, T. Paul Rhyne; 
secretary, the Rev. Paul L. Royer; 
treasurer, C. M. Speese. T. C. Rohr- 
baugh is the superintendent. 

The third annual homecoming was 
acclaimed a great success. The Alumni 
Association met its objective of $100 


as a scholarship to a worthy graduate 
of the Home and pledged a similar 
amount for the next year. The officers 
of the Alumni Association are: Pres- 
ident, Bernard Cruse, Concord, N. C., 
and Detroit, Mich.; vice-president, 
Samuel Duncon, Akron, Ohio; secre- 
tary-treasurer, Cornell H. Reynolds, 
Columbia, S. C.; assistant secretary- 
treasurer, B. Vance Crowe, Cambria, 
Virginia. 


Next to Head of the Class 


First Lutheran Church, Portsmouth, 
Va., the Rev. J. I. Coiner pastor, has 
the distinction of taking into its mem- 
bership the largest number of new 
members of any congregation in the 
Virginia Synod except one during 1941. 
But when we reduce to percentages 
the count of new members received by 
those two congregations, we put Ports- 
mouth at the head of the class. 


The Church of the Ascension, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., the Rev. H. A. McCul- 
lough, Jr., pastor, presents a ten-year 
record worthy of notice. On June 1, 
1932, the membership was as follows: 
baptized membership, 138; confirmed 
membership, 110; communing mem- 
bership, 73. June 1942 the membership 
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record was: baptized, 281; confirmed, 
230; communing, 174. Reduced to per- 
centages of gain, the figures are as fol- 
lows: baptized, 102 per cent; confirmed, 
109 per cent; communing, 138 per cent. 
There were 114 new members actually 
made during this period. And look at 
this record: 774 sermons, 988 other ad- 
dresses, 9,133 pastoral visits, 1,193 
meetings attended, 134,000 miles trav- 
eled in pastoral service, $36,931 cur- 
rent expenses, $8,186 beneficence. This 
congregation became self-supporting 
January 1, 1942. 


The Knoxville Conference 


The twentieth annual convention of 
the Knoxville Conference of the Vir- 
ginia Synod, held in Redeemer Church, 
Bristol, Tenn., August 25-27, produced 
some newsworthy developments. First, 
there was the absence of laymen in the 
prepared presentations of the program. 
Second, there was the negotiation with 
the TVA regarding the Williams-Hen- 
son Home for Boys near Knoxville. 
Third, the early opening of a new mis- 
sion point. And fourth, a departure by 
the conference in the matter of as- 
signed beneficence income objective. 

No more important theme could have 
been presented than “The Word of 
God,” so inspiringly developed along 
the following lines by the speakers 
noted: “The Incarnate Word,” the Rev. 
R. N. Peery; “The Inspired Word,” 
Student Auburn Bowers; “The Inspir- 
ing Word,” the Rev. Roy B. Setzer; 
“The Enduring Word,” the Rev. W. D. 
Wise; “The Law,” the Rev. H. A. Mc- 
Cullough, Jr.; “The Gospel,’ Dr. John 
W. Shuey; “The Essentiality of the 
Word in the Sacraments,” the Rev. 
A. M. Huffman; “The Word as It Re- 
veals God’s Will,” the Rev. T. Cloyd 
Nease; “The Word as the Mark of the 
Church,” the Rev. R. L. Booze; “The 
Word as the Sole Authority of Faith,” 
the Rev. Earl H. Fisher; “The Power 
of the Preached Word,” R. Homer 
Anderson, D.D., superintendent of the 
Virginia Synod. Due both to the nature 
of the subjects and the uncertainties 
of wartime, no laymen were scheduled 
for addresses or papers, but a surpris- 
ingly large number of laymen were 
present as representatives of the 
twenty-three congregations in the con- 
ference and of church institutions. 

-The construction of a dam on the 
river near the Williams-Henson Home 
and School for Boys necessitated some 
negotiations with the TVA regarding a 
small portion of land which will likely 
be affected by backwater. The terms 
of the authorized agreement were very 
fair and the financial considerations 
will strengthen the work of the Home, 
which specializes in “giving a first 
chance” to boys selected for member- 
ship in the Home family. 

Newport, Tenn., is the point where 
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the new mission will be started under 
the supervision of the Board of Amer- 
ican Missions and the Virginia Synod 
and under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
R. N. Peery. This promising community 
is located in an area served by a num- 
ber of Lutheran rural congregations 
which have been sending into Newport 
a considerable group of members. The 
mission is to be started by October 1. 

“Changing the basis of the appor- 
tionment” elicited plenty of discussion. 
The conference—entirely within its 
rights as to the matter of distributing 
the conference’s portion of the syn- 
odical budget to the congregations— 
voted to use a new basis, which is a 
departure from the “communing mem- 
bership basis only.” The new basis: 
(1) the amount of assigned beneficence 
paid by each congregation the previous 
year; to which is added (2) a pro- 
rated share of the total difference be- 
tween what all the congregations paid 
the previous year and what is the syn- 
odical assignment to the conference for 
the coming year. This prorated share 
is based only on communing member- 
ship. The thought behind this plan is 
that of distributing on the basis of 
ability to pay and of experience in pay- 
ing. Whether it will amount practically 
to a “tax” on the congregations now 
paying 100 per cent, or will more 
quickly promote 100 per cent payments 
of assigned beneficence objective by all 
congregations, remains for a time 
verdict. 

Elections for unexpired terms of of- 
fice resulted in the election of the Rev. 
R. N. Peery as president and the Rev. 
W. D. Wise as vice-president. 


Post-convention Meetings 


We learn from the various confer- 
ences that the post-convention meet- 
ings to be held in every congregation 
in the entire U. L. C. A. are being 
planned for the congregations in the 
Virginia Synod. The final arrangements 
for these meetings have been com- 
mitted to the conferences. 

One of the special features of the 
program of the Staunton Conference of 
the Virginia Synod, to be held Septem- 
ber 29 and 30, is a preview of the pro- 
gram of the Louisville convention of 
the U. L. C. A. The purpose of this 
preview is to arouse interest in the 
minds of our people in what the United 
Lutheran Church convention will be 
doing. We venture delegates who have 
part in the preview forum will be 
plenty wised up on the program and 
will be able to arouse interest. 

We believe that the Virginia Synod 
Lutherans are aware of the serious- 
ness of the present hour for our Lu- 
theran Church throughout the world 
and that the people stand ready to sup- 
port any effort that will save the Lu- 
theran Church for the kingdom of God. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN AMERICA 
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vision for vital current needs through 
its informational and inspirational lit- 
erature — especially THe LuTHERAN, 
Light for Today, the Year Book and 
the Pastor’s Plan Book. (5) That the 
Church is making, relatively, a much 
too meager use of what is offered. 


12. What items of major importance will 
be presented by the Executive Board? 


(1) A carefully prepared statement 
on “The Church and the World at 
War.” 


(2) A revised contributory pension 
plan. 

(3) FINANCIAL MATTERS. The 
treasurer will report a totalof $1,161,331 
received on apportionment, for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1942—a gain 
of $59,505 cover the year ending June 
30, 1941; and a 1942 gain of $128,779 
over the year ending June 30, 1940. 
The per capita contribution by com- 
muning members for the year ending 
June 30, 1942, was about $1.42, or 5644 
per cent of the per capita apportion- 
ment. The income objective (budget) 
for the next biennium, proposed for 
adoption by the convention, will be the 
same as for several previous biennia, 
$2,000,000. 

(4) STATISTICS. The statistical re- 
port will show a confirmed membership, 
as of December 31, 1941, of 1,223,222, 
which is a net gain of 16,213 over the 
confirmed membership as of December 
31, 1940. This net gain is an average of 
four for each of the 4,046 congregations. 


(5) UNITED STATES CHAP- 
LAINS. The Committee on Army and 
Navy Chaplains will report that there 
were 99 U. L. C. A. pastors in service 
with the armed forces on July 15, 1942, 
and that others are entering the service 
as the armed forces are increased. 


(6) RELATIONSHIP TO THE FED- 
ERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF 
CHRIST IN AMERICA. In answer to 
the invitation of the Federal Council 
that the U. L. C. A. accept full mem- 
bership in the Council, the Executive 
Board authorized the appointment of a 
special committee to consider the in- 
vitation and to recommend action. The 
Executive Board will present the rec- 
ommendations of the committee, with 
the approval of the Executive Board, 
for action by the convention. The 
committee recommends an extension 
of participation, with full representa- 
tion under the consultative relationship 
which it has held, by full understand- 
ing with the council, since 1922. 


13. What of special interest will be pre- 
sented to the convention by the Com- 
mission to the National Lutheran 
Council? 
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(1) A plan, recommended by a spe- 
cial committee, which committee was 
composed of the presidents of the par- 
ticipating bodies in the National Lu- 
theran Council, and one additional 
member of each body, by which the 
relationship of the bodies in the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council would be 
strengthened, the operations of the 
council would be extended, and fuller 
co-operation would be secured. 

(2) Reports of the work of the 
Church for men in the armed forces of 
the United States of America, through 
the “Service Division” of the National 
Lutheran Council. 

(3) Report of the National Lutheran 
Council as the agency of the Lutheran 
World Convention in behalf of Lu- 
theran orphaned Foreign Missions. 
These emergency services have been 
presented to the churches as “Lutheran 
World Action.” 


14. How have the U. L. C. A. congrega- 
tions responded to the appeals in be- 
half of “Lutheran World Action”? 


They have given proportionately, 
with the other bodies in the National 
Lutheran Council, to a total which has 
made it possible to care for the emer- 
gency causes in a commendable way, 
in the face of steadily increasing needs. 
Toward the total of $650,000 asked for 
in the 1942 appeal, the U. L. C. A. 
churches had contributed more than 
$180,000 by August 21, 1942. 


15. What other reports will receive spe- 
cial consideration? 


(1) The report of the president, in 
a review of the State of the Church, 
with specific references. 

(2) The report of the Secretary for 
Promotion, concerned with the better- 
ment of the whole life and service of 
the whole Church. 

(3) Report from the Laymen’s 
Movement, concerned with the de- 
velopment and practice of benevolence 
—especially as expressed in the “In- 
come Objective,’ and the apportion- 
ment. 

(4) Reports of committees, charged 
with such interests as the Common 
Service, Church Papers, Church Archi- 
tecture, Church Music, etc. 

(5) Reports from auxiliaries, with 
their specialized group work—the 
Women’s Missionary Society, the Lu- 
theran Brotherhood, and the Luther 
League. 


16. What characteristics will contribute 
most to the success of the convention? 


Supreme desire for the realization of 
the perfect will of God, obedience to 
the direction of the Holy Spirit, posses- 
sion and manifestation of the Spirit of 
Christ, humility, faith, love, unity, har- 
mony, charity, kindness, bigness of 
mind and soul, and zeal for the cause 
of Christ in a miserable world. 
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GETTYSBURG SEMINARY AND COLLEGE REPORT 


NEW FACULTY MEMBERS 


Anniversaries and Improvements in Churches 


Tue 117th year of Gettysburg The- 
ological Seminary opened September 8 
with services in “The Church of the 
Abiding Presence.” President Abdel 
Ross Wentz preached the sermon. 

Among the new faculty members will 
be the newly elected head of the 
Hebrew and Old Testament department 
in the person of Dr. Jacob Martin 
Myers, who for the past ten years has 
been on the teaching staff. Dr. Myers 
is a native of York County, Pa., and is 
very popular with the student body. 
He has been pastor of Grace Charge 
near Gettysburg ever since graduation 
from the seminary. Dr. Bertha Pauls- 
sen of Leipzig, Germany, will teach in 
both college and seminary for two 
terms. Her subject has to do with 
Christian Sociology. The Rev. Richard 
C. Wolf, son of Dr. Norman S. Wolf, 
Bloomsburg, Pa., will begin his work 
as an instructor in the history depart- 
ment, and the Rev. Robert Harley 
Fischer, son of the late Dr. M. Hadwin 
Fischer, will do post-graduate work at 
Yale Divinity School for one year un- 
der the Cronhardt Traveling Fellow- 
ship. 

The schedule for post-graduate work 
has been revised to meet modern con- 
ditions. The schedule will be two-day 
periods as follows: September 15, 16; 
September 29, 30; October 6, 7; Octo- 
ber 27, 28; November 10, 11; and De- 
cember 8, 9. Courses under Dr. Hoover, 
Dr. Rasmussen, and Dr. Stamm will be 
offered, 

Through the generous gifts of Mr. 
John A. Hoober of York the seminary 
received $50,000. This gift is a memo- 
rial to Mr. Hoober’s intimate friend, 
Mr. William Lincoln Glatfelter. The 
fund goes to endow the Glatfelter pro- 
fessorship of church history. 


Gettysburg College 

will open September 24 with a large 
enrollment. Two new teachers will 
serve on the faculty—Miss Dorothy 
Gregg Lee will be the new dean of 
women. She is a graduate of Geneva 
College and did graduate work at the 
University of Pittsburgh and Syracuse 
University. For the past five years she 
has been dean of women at Millersville 
State Teachers’ College. The other new 
faculty member is Dr. John F. Baxter, 
who fills the vacancy left when Dr. C. 
Allen Sloat was called into active army 
service. Another dormitory for women 
is ready for use. This is located on 
Springs Ave., formerly the property 
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of Mrs. Lillie K. Aughinbaugh, who 
willed it to the college upon her death 
last spring. The site of the “Old Gym” 
will be only a part of the grass-covered 
campus by next spring. The building 
is being completely removed. From 
now on this ninety-five-year-old build- 
ing will be only a memory. 


The Rev. Elwood G. Johnson, since 
November 1935 pastor of the Fayette- 
ville Charge, has succeeded the Rev. 
J. Elmer Leas as pastor of the Paradise 
Charge in York County. Mr. Leas is 
now pastor of the Glen Rock Parish. 
Pastor Johnson, a native of Altoona, 
has done a creditable work in his first 
charge, by adding nearly 200 to the 
membership. 


The joint council of the Seven Val- 
leys Parish met recently and increased 
the salary of the pastor, the Rev. M. L. 
Kroh “in appreciation of services 
rendered.” Pastor Kroh became pastor 
here February 1940, having formerly 
served at Uniontown, Md. The council 
also granted him four weeks’ vacation 
instead of the usual three. 


July 19 was rededication day at St. 
Jacob’s Church, near Spring Grove, 
the Rev. Richard S. Shanebrook pastor. 
Three services were held, with Dr. 
J. M. Myers of Gettysburg Seminary, 
Mr. W. K. S. Hershey of York, and the 
Rev. Franklin F. Grassmoyer, pastor 
of the Reformed congregation, as 
speakers. Music was provided by the 
choir of St. Paul’s Union Church, 
Stoverstown. The entire building was 
renovated, and a large painting of 
Gethsemane was completed on one of 
the side walls. 


The Rev. Roderick Senft, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Maurice Senft of York, was 
recently installed pastor of the Plum 
Creek Parish at special services in St. 
John’s Church, Snydertown. Mr. Senft 
graduated from Gettysburg College in 
1938, and the Seminary at Gettysburg 
in 1941. 


Richard E. Heiland, superintendent 
of the Sunday school of St. Peter’s 
Church, has announced that the Sun- 
day School Association has authorized 
the presentation of $100 to the Tressler 
Orphan Home at Loysville. 


In July a beautiful: oak lectern, to 
harmonize with the altar, was pre- 
sented to St. Matthew’s Intermediate 
Department, Hanover, Pa., by Isaiah 
Myers. It was designed by Mr. Myers. 


THE LUTHERAN 


The lectern was unveiled by Virginia 
Snyder and Susan Myers, and the ded- 
ication was performed by Dr. H. H. 
Beidleman pastor. 


Nine Decades at Wrightsville 

Trinity, Wrightsville, the Rev. Jacob 
M. Spangler pastor, recently observed 
the ninetieth anniversary of the con- 
gregation with Dr. A. R. Wentz of Get- 
tysburg as the chief speaker. The serv- 
ices continued for two weeks. There 
were Lutherans in this community as 
early as 1800, and when the Rev. J. B. 
Crist visited Wrightsville as a mission- 
ary in October 1851, he suggested that 
a church should be started. This was 
done July 11, 1852, with seventeen 
charter members. The church building 
was completed in 1854. 

In 1870 the building was destroyed 
by fire when struck by lightning. A 
new and better location was sought 
and the new building was completed 
in 1875, and freed of debt in 1882. In 
1902 an annex was added. 

The congregation has been an in- 
dependent parish since 1875. The fol- 
lowing pastors have served it: J. B. 
Crist, FE. Ruthrauff;-P: Raby,7 i) = 
Berry, Albert McLaughlin, J. M. Rice, 
G. P. Weaver, L. E. Secrist, S. E. Her- 
ring, D. Stock, W. H. Jordy, John Bru- 
baker, D. S. Kurtz, S. W. Herman, 
Charles Leonard, G. W. Miller, Paul Y. 
Livingston, Charles M. Coffelt, O. C. F. 
Janke, and J. M. Spangler, from 1929 
to the present time. 


First Church, New Ozford, the Rev. 
George E. Sheffer pastor, received a 
$200 bequest from the will of the late 
John A. Geesey. This money is to be 
applied to the building fund. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Geesey, who died several 
years ago, were very active in the 
erection of the present church building. 


The Rev. and Mrs. William C. Day, 
pastor of Grace Church, Red Lion, re- 
cently observed the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary of their marriage. Many gifts 
were received. All the children were 
present, except Lieut. William C. Day, 
Jr., who is stationed in Australia. Pas- 
tor Day used to be the writer’s Sunday 
school teacher in St. Luke’s Union 
Church near Gettysburg. Mrs. Day was 
formerly a member of St. Luke’s Re- 
formed congregation. Pastor Day has 
served congregations in Kansas‘ City, 
Kan., Salona and Middletown, Md. 


The Muhlenberg Parish has pur- 
chased a parsonage for Pastor Richard 
S. Shanebrook in Spring Grove. This 
is the first time in the long history of 
the charge that a parsonage has been 
owned by the congregations. 


Vacation Days 
Dr. Earl S. Rudisill, Philadelphia, 
and his wife were recent visitors in 
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the home of the writer. Dr. Rudisill, 
a native of Littlestown, spent part of 
his brief vacation at his home. 

The writer again vacationed at 
Wildwood, N. J. Other ministers at the 
same house were the Rev. Arthur H. 
Getz of Philadelphia, and the Rev. 
Hillis G. Berkey of Williamstown, Pa., 
formerly pastor at Geeseytown. 


While vacationing the writer had the 
privilege of attending some of the 
Summer Assembly programs at Stone 
Harbor. The principal speaker was Dr. 
Paul F. Barackman, pastor of the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, 
N. Y. He spoke on St. John’s Gospel, 
chapters 5-11. On the closing date, ser- 
mons were preached by Dr. Ivan H. 
Hagedorn of Philadelphia, formerly 
president of the assembly, and the Rev. 


Charles Chamberlin of York, who is 
known to the children as “Uncle 
Allen.” He has been in charge of the 
children’s program for the past eleven 
years. The assembly is held in the 
new Lutheran church, the Rev. Morris 
C. Walker pastor. 


East Berlin and Abbotstown congre- 
gations, the Rev. Snyder Alleman pas- 
tor, contributed $250 each for the 
building of two chapels in India. These 
congregations also met their full quotas 
for Lutheran World Action. 


Tressler Orphan Home will observe 
the seventy-fifth anniversary of its 
founding with a campaign to obtain 
$75,000; badly needed for improve- 
ments. The Harvest Home season has 
been designated for this appeal. 
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PITTSBURGH SYNOD CONGREGATIONS REPORT CHANGES IN 
PASTORATES AND IMPROVEMENTS IN METHODS 


AND EQUIPMENT 


“VYacaTION” has been merely a word 
to many, unless reference be made to 
the quietness in harvesting of news. 
Programs for the coming year are be- 
ing arranged. 

Interest is given to the attendances 
at special events. Reception Days at 
the Orphans’ Home and the Old Peo- 
ple’s Home, both in Zelienople, June 25 
and August 6, respectively, brought a 
surprising response. We could not 
observe much difference in the attend- 
ance for the Orphans’ Home Day, other 
than absence of the chartered buses 
which brought many groups in other 
years. The receipts at the dining hall 
were, however, just about the same as 
in 1941, and Dr. C. W. White, superin- 
tendent, writes that the offering was 
$1,800, almost $100 more than a year 
ago. The Rev. Edgar B. Hanks, pastor 
of Trinity Church, Jeannette, delivered 
the address. The children presented a 
well-prepared patriotic pageant, “What 
So Proudly We Hail.” 


For the program of the Old People’s 
Home, the speaker was Prof. Herbert 
G. Means, Ph.D., superintendent of 
schools, East Liverpool, Ohio. 


Changes in Pastorates 

Up to the present the West Confer- 
ence of the Pittsburgh Synod had not 
been affected by the changes in pas- 
torates which have been reported else- 
where. Suddenly the situation has 
been greatly changed in the vicinity of 
the city of Butler and the adjacent 
parishes. St. Peter’s. Evans City, had 
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been vacant, but that vacancy had 
been filled by the coming of Pastor 
S. S. Shaulis. The Seamen’s Church, 
Zelienople, which is the family of the 
Old People’s Home, finds itself de- 
prived both of pastor and superinten- 
dent as Pastor William F. Pfeiffer re- 
signs to succeed Pastor S. S. Shaulis 
at First Church, Vandergrift. Adjoin- 
ing this field is the Middle Lancaster 
Parish, three congregations, now vacant 
since the removal of Pastor William 
Mitchell to St. Mark’s, Springdale. 


In Butler both the First Church and 
Grace Church must seek pastors. At 
First Church the, Rev. Oscar W. Carl- 
son is in the final month of his pastor- 
ate before he leaves the city and the 
Pittsburgh Synod to join the staff of 
the Board of Social Missions as the 
Secretary of Evangelism. Pastor Carl- 
son’s departure will be a hard blow to 
our neighborhood and synod. 


Religious Education of Youth 
Christ Church, Charleroi, the Rev. 
Meade A. Rugh pastor, submits a splen- 
did review of activities, beginning with 
the efforts of the men of the congre- 
gation to reduce the 33-year-old debt 
through monthly contributions. In May 
$1,100 was paid, leaving the principal 
at $6,200. In spite of this effort, current 
expense and benevolent offerings are 
greater than at any similar period of 
this pastorate. June 14 an altar cross 
was presented by the children of the 
Junior Church. For five years Pastor 
Rugh has conducted a worship service 
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for children from nine to fourteen dur- 
ing the church school period, the group 
then receiving class instruction during 
the hour of morning worship. The con- 
firmation school, which has first and 
second year classes, is conducted for 
three weeks in June, a program Pastor 
Rugh has established in every parish 
he has served. The 1942 school gave 
thirty full hours of instruction, with a 
daily devotional period of thirty 
minutes. Following the three weeks of 
daily sessions the classes continue to 
meet monthly, the second class looking 
forward to confirmation on Palm Sun- 
day. By this program the advanced 
class which pursued intensive study in 
June 1942 is in preparation for con- 
firmation on April 18, 1943. 

Pastor Rugh has also had supervision 
of weekday religious education pro- 
grams on released time. 

Pastor Rugh’s monthly mimeo- 
graphed letter to the men in the armed 
forces is another appreciated future of 
his parish programs. The letter is in 
the form of a newspaper giving ex- 
change of information concerning the 
names on the list. 


Chaplains 

The high percentage of Pittsburgh 
Synod pastors entering service as chap- 
lains is increased by the departure 
during the vacation months of two 
Greensburg Conference men, the Rev. 
Frank E. Helsel of St. Mark’s, Jean- 
nette, and the Rev. George D. Wolfe, 
Mount Pleasant. The latter also served 
in World War I. Both are able pastors 
who have done excellent work in their 
respective parishes, and will be missed 
by their people and their brethren in 
the synod. 


The Sunday Outdoor Vesper Serv- 
ices at Ruffsdale would seem a good 
solution to the problem of an evening 
service in the summer. Zion Lutheran 
Church, the Rev. Luther Fackler’pas- 
tor, worked out the program in co- 
operation with the Reformed Church 
in the community, inviting pastors of 
various denominations to preach. The 
attendance averaged about 109. Offer- 
ings were assigned to Emergency War 
Relief funds of both churches. 


Three Greensburg Conference par- 
ishes report church or parsonage items 
of substantial financial cost during the 
summer, first being St. Paul’s, Mon- 
essen, the Rev. Russell F. Steininger, 
Ph.D., pastor. St. Paul’s now has fifty 
of the young people in military service, 
comprising more than 10 per cent of 
the confirmed membership. One family 
has given five, four sons and a daugh- 
ter; two sons serve in the air corps, 
one in the army, one in the merchant 
marine, and the daughter is an officer 
in the army nurses’ corps en route to 
foreign service. The Monessen congre- 
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gation participates in the community 
leadership and vacation: schools. 


St. John’s, New Florence, the Rev. 
F. C. H. Scholz pastor, dedicated a pair 
of five-light candelabra August 16, a 
presentation from the Friendship Bible 
Class. 


Holy Trinity, Irwin, the Rev. Paul N. 
Schnur pastor, gave the summer to a 
thorough interior redecoration and im- 
provement at a cost of $2,000. In addi- 
tion to repainting, provision was made 
for a central aisle, fluorescent lighting 
in chancel and choir loft, a dossal, a 
new communion rail, rearrangement of 
chancel furniture, refinishing of floors 
and pews, and a service flag. Rededica- 
tion services were held September 13, 
with the pastor in charge in the morn- 
ing, and the president of the Pittsburgh 
Synod, Dr. H. Reed Shepfer, speaking 
in the evening. 


September 1 the Rev. A. F. Schilling 
closed a sixteen-year pastorate at the 
Harrold-Seanor Parish to accept the 
call from Trinity Church, Clairton, in 
Central Conference. His older son is 
a senior in the Chicago Seminary, his 
younger son a pharmacist mate sta- 
tioned at the U. S. Naval Hospital, 
Philadelphia; his older daughter is in 
her third year training at the Nurses’ 
School of the Allegheny General Hos- 
pital, Pittsburgh, and his younger 
daughter a sophomore at Capital Uni- 
versity, Columbus, Ohio. 


Trinity, Latrobe, John B. Gardner, 
D.D., and Robert M. Lamparter pas- 
tors, again presents a fine issue of its 
printed church newspaper, given 
largely to the successful vacation 
school, with picture of the vacation 
school choir which led services each 
Wednesday morning of the school term, 
and at the commencement held July 3. 
Miss Martha C. Gardner was director 
and organist. An adult class in prep- 
aration for church membership began 
its work July 10, and concluded Au- 
gust 16 with reception into church 
membership. The next adult class will 
be organized in the fall. 


From Pastor George J. Muller, Pitts- 
burgh, comes the announcement of 
plans suggested to the voluntary group 
known as the “Lutheran Liturgical 
Arts Association.” This group came to- 
gether in 1936 and consists of men in- 
terested in the sacramental life of the 
church and its outward manifestation. 
There is at the present no set-up of 
officers or committees, nor a program 
of meetings. For the coming year the 
group will function as a reading club, 
circulating books from Pastor Muller’s 
unusually rich collection of volumes 
within the range of the interests of the 
men enrolling. 


From Pastor C. F. Christiansen, Cal- 
vary Church, Sharon, has come an- 


other package of church bulletins, the 
best in point of studied preparation and 
printing that comes to the desk. There 
are several features which command 
these bulletins, for example, the edi- 
torial writing; July 26 there appears 
one on the topic “Mental Sub-soil.” 
Calvary congregation recently pur- 
chased a parsonage. Pastor and Mrs. 
Christiansen announce that on Thurs- 
day evening of each week over a period 
of time they will be “at home” to mem- 
bers of the congregation and friends. 
On several evenings certain groups 
were given special invitation, the coun- 
cilmen on one evening, parents and im- 
mediate relatives of the men in service 
in the armed forces of the country on 
another evening. Another outstanding 
item in all these Sharon bulletins is 
the careful detail in reporting attend- 
ances and finances. 


On the Wing 


By Mitton J. BIEBER 


Have you ever attended a clam bake? 
No? Then you have missed something! 
The spacious lawn of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. O. Walker—in whose hospitable 
home the Rev. Whitson Seaman, as- 
sistant to the writer as missionary in 
Schenectady during the past summer, 
lived during his stay in the city—was 
prepared for the occasion for those who 
wished to play games, to lounge, or to 
saunter around. But the attraction was 
the steaming boiler in which were pre- 
pared clams in the shell, chicken, pota- 
toes, corn on the cob, and clam broth! 
These and many other things con- 
stituted the picnic banquet, fit for any 
president, and especially for the 
twenty-one young people and their 
parents—the men constituting the mem- 
bers of the Advisory Committee of the 
Church of the Reformation. Later came 
the flow of wit and of reason, and the 
presentation of a scrap book contain- 
ing pictures of persons, houses and 
places familiar to Mr. Seaman, who was 
the guest of honor on this occasion. 

Sunday, August 16, Mr. Seaman 
preached his farewell sermon in the 
Church of the Reformation and left for 
his home in Baldwin, N. Y., to prepare 
for his duties as junior fellow at the 
Philadelphia Seminary. He will be 
missed by all who knew him, and espe- 
cially by the writer, for he was a gen- 
uine helper along all lines—a good 
preacher, pastor, mixer, doorbell ringer 
—an all-round assistant. Your mission- 
ary will now “go it alone.” 


The Church of the Reformation 

gives one-tenth of its income to U. L. 
C. A. benevolence; observes the Causes 
of the Church; uses the weekly bulletin 
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prepared by the Publication House, 
various members successively sponsor- 
ing the cost; worships in a storeroom 
seating 125 persons, paying $50 a month 
for rent; is securing a site upon which 
to erect a church with the assistance 
of the Board of American Missions; 
and has placed in its window copies of 
the literature of the Church, including 
the open Bible, Common Service Book, 
Parish Hymnal, the graded Sunday 
school lesson, church papers—all cen- 
tered in the cross. The display is at- 
tracting the attention of passersby. 
Mrs. W. E. Paul, pianist and chorister 
of the congregation, is the efficient 
president of the Women’s Missionary 
Federation of Schenectady County and 
Vicinity. She represented the Federa- 
tion as delegate to the third annual 
United Christian Adult Conference at 
Whitby College, Ontario, Canada, in 
July. Mr. Paul, the faithful superin- 
tendent of the church school, accom- 
panied Mrs. Paul to the conference. 


The Second Lutheran Church, the 
Rev. E. A. Stiles pastor, is getting ready 
to build its chapel or church as soon 
as priorities can be secured. 


The Board of American Missions 
again played Santa Claus to its mis- 
sionaries—this time in June—giving 
them the second pleasant surprise 
within six months in the form of a 
bonus. This brought unspeakable cheer 
to more than six hundred Lutheran 
parsonages all over the United States 
and Canada. Thanksgivings rise to God, 
and go out to the Board and to the 
congregations of the U. L. C. A. which 
made these gifts possible. 


St. Mark’s Church _ 

On invitation of the Rev. and Mrs. 
Wilson D. Worman of St. Mark’s, 
Guilderland Center, ten miles from 
Schenectady, we spent a very pleasant 
day at the annual outing of the congre- 
gation on the extensive lawn, closing 
with a delightful supper and an ad- 
dress by one of the visitors. 

St. Mark’s is the daughter congrega- 
tion of St. James Church, founded in 
1787 midway between Guilderland 
Center and Altamont, even before 
these towns existed. In 1871 the con- 
gregation amicably divided—one-half 
building a church in Altamont, St. 
John’s (which had been organized in 
1734), and the other half in Guilder- 
land Center, St. Mark’s. St. James was 
abandoned. The Rev. David Swope was 
the founder of St. Mark’s (1872-75). 
Mr. Worman is the sixteenth pastor. 
He began his work here February 1, 
1942. The congregation is a mission 
with 122 confirmed members. Mr. 
Worman is serving his sixth parish and 
has to his credit successful work in 
merged congregations, and the build- 
ing of new churches and parish halls. 


: 
: 
; 
. 


September 23, 1942 


Maple Leaves and 


Beavers 


By N. W1I1.Lison 


Ir is raining. It has often rained in 
Saskatchewan during the summer. This 
reputedly semi-desert section of West- 
ern Canada, so often wilting under the 
August sun, stretches out now before 
the eye in vast areas of various tints 
of green and gold mixed with silver. 
The prairie has blossomed like the rose 
because it has rained. Never have I 
seen more luxuriant crops: more prom- 
ising yields of wheat and rye and oats 
and barley; potatoes and sugar beets; 
garden vegetables of many kinds. What 
a profusion and glory of flowers! God’s 
rain and sunshine have wrought the 
transformation and painted the pic- 
ture. It is good to be alive to see it all. 


A Leader Fallen 

In the death of Dr. F. B. Clausen, 
president of the seminary and college 
at Waterloo, Ontario, those institutions 
have lost an alert and aggressive 
leader. 
short history of thirty-one years that 
a leader has died in service: Dean 
Lincke, Ex-president Hoffmann and 
President Clausen. And they were not 
old men. It was my privilege, while 
president of the Board of Governors, 
to install Dr. Clausen February 4, 1931. 
He has served continuously since then 
as president and dean of the seminary 
and the college. He represented the 
college on the senate of the University 
of Western Ontario, the university with 
which the college is affiliated, and he 
strove energetically to have the educa- 
tional advantages of the college recog- 
nized, not only within Lutheran circles 
in eastern Canada but also by the pub- 
lic of the Twin Cities of Kitchener and 
Waterloo and their neighborhood. 

One of the big problems constantly 
challenging the institutions has been 
the financial one. Before Dr. Clausen 
assumed office the Board of Governors 
had conducted a vigorous campaign for 
endowment funds, the income of which 
has been of some help, but the greater 
part of the annual budget had to come 
from other sources. The Board of Edu- 
cation of the United Lutheran Church 
provided an annual grant; but to the 
fees of students and the contributions 
of the members of the Canada Synod 
and the public at large the treasurer 
had to look for most of his funds. The 
fundamental problem then became one 
of public interest and students. Through 
his wide personal associations Dr. 
Clausen found many friends for his 
work and did much to assist the Board 
in bringing about the satisfactory con- 
dition reported to the last convention 
of the Canada Synod when President 


It is the third time in their - 


Roberts in his report made the follow- 
ing statement: “The past year was 
financially the best our institution has 
had in recent times.” Dr. Clausen was 
a fearless advocate of his policies and 
devoted himself wholeheartedly to the 
task that had been entrusted to him. 
The passing of this rugged personality 
from the Canadian scene will cause 
many persons to think long on the sig- 
nificance of leadership in the Church. 


Labor Shortage 

There is an acute labor shortage in 
Canada and there is great need of 
laborers in the harvest fields. The 
opening of high schools has been de- 
ferred in order that teachers and stu- 
dents may go on the farms, and public 
appeals are being made for volunteers 
from all classes of people. The Mayor 
of Saskatoon recently led a large con- 
tingent from this city into the country. 
Owners of cars are asked to provide 
transportation. The University of Sas- 
katchewan will not reopen till October 
fifth. 


Chaplains 

Two more Lutheran pastors in Can- 
ada have been asked to prepare them- 
selves for appointments to chaplaincy 
service. If their appointments are 
made, our Church will have six alto- 
gether. Two are now serving overseas. 
This situation is an interesting com- 
mentary on the recognition given our 
Church in government circles as com- 
pared with that of the last war when 
only one chaplain was appointed near 
the close of the war. In a recent letter 
from England, on National Lutheran 
Council stationery, Captain Howald, 
our first chaplain, writes interestingly 
of his work. He has also, while on 
leave, done some traveling in northern 
England and in Scotland. 


A CORRECTION 


Dear LUTHERAN: 

In an article in THe LuTHeran, Au- 
gust 12, 1942, regarding the organiza- 
tion of the Good Shepherd congrega- 
tion, Front Royal, Va., the statement is 
made that the Ladies’ Aid of Holy 
Trinity Church, Lynchburg, has pro- 
vided fifty new Common Service 
Books. I regret that this statement is 
an error and that our society has not 
made the contribution mentioned. The 
society did recently purchase new 
hymnals for Holy Trinity congregation, 
and it is likely that you were misin- 
formed regarding this purchase. 

I wish that our Ladies’ Aid or some 
other group of our church were in 
position to make such a gift to the 
Front Royal mission. 

M. L. Minnick. 
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ADD THESE 


To Your Library 


*THE JOURNALS OF HENRY 
MELCHIOR MUHLENBERG 
Tappert and Doberstein 

Muhlenberg’s diary translated for 
the first time in the English language. 
An intimate revelation of his life and 
times. 

Subscription price for three vol- 
umes — $10.00; first payment, 
$3.50, due upon receipt of Vol. 1. 


They 
Called Him 
FATHER 


by 


A dynamic pen portrait of John 
Christian Frederick Heyer, a pioneer 
missionary here and abroad. $1.75. 


THE PREACHER’S 
DOORKNOB 


Leander M. Zimmerman 
A charming little book presenting 


the drama of life as a minister sees it. 
35 cents. 


A PASTOR WINGS OVER 
SOUTH AMERICA 


Samuel Trexler 
A travel-mission book interpreting 
the present religious situation below 
the Equator, especially in relation to 
Protestant missionary work. $1.25. 


ON WINGS OF HEALING 


Edited by J. W. Doberstein 
A collection of prayers and read-- 
ings to meet the needs of all persons 
in all kinds of affliction. $2.00. 


REALITY IN PREACHING 
The Kessler Lectures 


Snyder, Piper, Blackwelder and 
Wiegman 

A series of lectures on preaching 

from the Lutheran point of view. $1.50. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 
13th and Spruce Sts., Philadelphia 


Chicago Columbia Pittsburgh 
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175 Years Old 


Oldest Lutheran Congregation 
West of the Catawba River 


Tue celebration of the 175th anniver- 
sary of the organization of. Philadelphia 
Lutheran Church and the annual 
homecoming was held at the church 
August 9, with a large group of mem- 
bers and friends present. Dr. A. R. 
Beck of Newton, N. C., preached the 
sermon in the morning. An interesting 
program in the afternoon included the 
reading of the history of the congre- 
gation written by Miss Mildred Friday. 
Greetings were extended by former 
pastors and friends including Dr. E. C. 
Cooper, president of the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Columbia, 
Ss. G; RL. Fritz, Dip: head! of ‘the 
mathematics department at Lenoir 
Rhyne College; the Rev. C. N. Yount, 
Dr. A. R. Beck, and the Rev. W. H. 
Little. Greetings from former pastors 
and friends who were unable to be 
present were read by the pastor of the 
church, the Rev. F. M. Speagle, as fol- 
lows: Dr. J. L. Morgan of Salisbury, 
president of the United Lutheran 
Synod of North Carolina; Dr. W. A. 
Deaton of Boone, N. C., retired Lu- 
theran minister and former pastor of 
Philadelphia Church; the Rev. P. D. 
Risinger of Silver Street, S. C.; and 
the Rev. C. E. Fritz of Columbia, S. C., 
former pastors; Dr. P. E. Monroe of 
Hickory, president of Lenoir Rhyne 
College; the Rev. C. V. Deal of East 
Gastonia; the Rev. G. W. McClanahan 
of Bessemer City; the Rev. B. L. Stroup 
of Walton, Ind.; and the Rev. J. J. 
Bickley of Dallas, N. C. 

Philadelphia Church is said to be the 
oldest Lutheran church west of the 
Catawba River. At first it was called 
Kastner’s Church in recognition of Mr. 
Adam Costner, whose family played a 
large part in the organization of this 
congregation. In 1776 the congregation 
adopted the name of Philadelphia Lu- 
theran Church. The first two buildings 
were located about three miles north 
of Dallas. The first building was of 
hewn logs, but in 1867 a new building 
was erected and served the congrega- 
tion as a place of worship until it was 
destroyed by a flood in July 1916. The 
present building was begun during the 
pastorate of Dr. A. R. Beck, and ded- 
icated later. The present membership 
consists of 177 baptized members; 105 
confirmed members; and 81 communing 
members. 

This historic congregation has sent 
out some excellent men into various 
walks of life. 

Farther up the river from this site 
is the old Philadelphia graveyard. 
Adam Costner, who died in 1767, was 
the first to be buried in it. Until forty 
years ago this plot was used for inter- 


ment of the deceased descendants of 
this noble pioneer, and of Philip Rudi- 
sill, outstanding forefather of the con- 
gregation. In the past twenty-five 
years the new cemetery of Philadel- 
phia Church has come into existence 
adjoining the present church. 


Rededication at Ingomar 


THE members of Trinity Church, 
Ingomar, Pa., the Rev. Kenneth H. 
Cornell pastor, rejoiced in the reded- 
ication of their church Sunday after- 
noon, August 30. H. Reed Shepfer, 
D.D., president of the Pittsburgh 
Synod, spoke on the theme, “Why We 
Need the Church.” Former pastors 
Paul G. Klingler and Frank H. Miller 
brought brief messages; also, a former 
supply pastor, the Rev. Ira J. Goehring. 
Pastor Charles E. Dozer, a former pas- 
tor, regretted that he was unable to 
attend, on account of sickness. 

Trinity Church was organized in 
1845. The first pastor was the Rev. 
Michael Schweigert. The first church, 
built of logs, was dedicated October 31, 
1847. The present structure is brick 
and was dedicated October 11, 1868, the 
late beloved Dr. H. E. Jacobs preaching 
the dedicatory sermon. Seventeen pas- 
tors have served Trinity. 

The improvement to the church in- 
cludes a new chancel, sanctuary, organ 
room and sacristy, and a two-manual 
Moller organ. Memorials—a_ stained 
glass Gethsemane window above the 
altar, reredos, communion rail, balus- 
trade, hymn boards, and lights for the 
nave—add to the setting for worship. 
The cost of the improvements and 
memorials approximate $7,000. 

The membership is proud of being 
on the Honor Roll of the Pittsburgh 
Synod, having paid their benevolence 
in full for the last several years. Pas- 
tor Cornell has been “sky-piloting” in 
this parish near Pittsburgh for the last 
eight years. 


Canadian Lutherans in 
Massed Rally 


WatTERLOO’S natural park in the Twin 
Cities of Kitchener-Waterloo was the 
scene of a giant rally of Lutherans in 
July. All roads for miles around, 
despite the strict “gas rationing,” led 
to this center of Lutheranism—Water- 
loo. About five thousand people gath- 
ered for the event, which was spon- 
sored jointly by the Twin City Coun- 
cil of Lutheran Brotherhoods and the 
Luther League of Canada. 

The “shell bandstand” had been 
transformed into a chancel. A massed 
choir under the direction of St. John’s 
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choir leader, Mr. A. J. Packer, led the 
singing. Miss Inge Stockman, daugh- 
ter of the synod’s statistician and as- 
sistant secretary, sang a solo. The 
large assembly sang the good old Lu- 
theran hymns lustily. All the Twin 
City pastors had a part in the service, 
which was under the direction: of the 
general secretary of the Luther League 
of Canada, the Rev. Karl J. Knauff. 
Greetings were extended by the pres- 
ident of the synod, the Rev. J. H. Reble. 

The service and the address were 
broadeast by the Twin City Radio 
Station CKCR. 

The address at the rally was given by 
Dr. N. Willison, well known through- 
out the Canada Synod because of his 
diversified activities in the general 
work of the Church. He was the first 
graduate of Waterloo Seminary, a for- 
mer professor in the college, a pastor 
of one of our most active congregations, 
the former editor of The Canada Lu- 
theran, and at present president of the 
college and seminary at Saskatoon. His 
subject was, “Rally to a Consciousness 
of Our Heritage and Its Obligations.” 
He pictured the early history and de- 
velopment of the Lutheran Church of 
Canada and, as chairman of the Cana- 
dian Lutheran Commission for War 
Services, he spoke with authority of 
the part Lutherans are playing in this 
present war, and urged them “to be 
loyal to King and country, and to be 
defenders of the truth, as taught by 
God’s revealed Word and as laid down 
in the confessions of the Church.” 

In the evening, after the families and 
parties had enjoyed their picnic sup- 
per, the famous Waterloo Musical So- 
ciety’s Band put on a special program 
of music. W. H. Knavrr. 


“Peace Through Christ” 


Tue fifteenth annual convention of 
the Luther League of the Midwest 
Synod was held August 18-20 in Zion 
Church, Hooper, Nebr. The theme of 
the convention was, “Peace Through 
Christ.” 

On the evening of the eighteenth, a 
formal worship service was held at 
which the Rev. Hugo Welchert, pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church, Hooper, Nebr., 
preached the sermon. 

The morning chapel services were 
conducted by the Rev. W. E. Rowoldt 
of Northboro, Iowa, and the Rev. Mil- 
ton Moore. The morning sessions were 
given to business and a round table 
discussion, “The Church’s Respon- 
sibility in This War,” and the election 
of officers. These are as follows: Mar- 
vin von Seggern, Hooper, president; 
Norman Loeske, Columbus, vice-pres- 
ident; Esther Welchert, Emerson, re- 
cording secretary; Alberta Otteman, 


; 
: 
'. 


9 2 EEE Te > = ees = 


September 23, 1942 


Hooper, corresponding secretary; Ruth 
Damme, Wayne, treasurer. 

At the afternoon session a Life Serv- 
ice Flag was presented and dedicated 
by Pastor W. J. Wolff. An inspira- 
tional address was delivered by Paul 
M. Kinports, D.D., of Philadelphia, Pa., 
executive secretary of the Luther 
League in America. 

A Luther League banner was 
awarded St. John’s Luther League, 
Scribner, Nebr. More than 225 dele- 
gates and visitors were registered 
throughout the sessions. 

EstHER WELCHERT. 


Personal 


The Rev. Harry R. Allen, pastor of 
Grace Church, Phoenix, Ariz., has ac- 
cepted the call of North Austin Lu- 
theran Church, Chicago, Ill., Dr. F. W. 
Otterbein pastor, and the Rev. Victor 
I. Gruhn assistant pastor, to become 
associate pastor of the church and be- 
gin his work at North Austin the mid- 
dle of September. 


The Rev. Charles W. Kegley, pastor 
of St. Paul’s Church in Evanston, IIL, 
has received deserved recognition. He 
has been requested by President 
Snyder of Northwestern University to 
become a member of the University 
Board of Religion. 

Mr. Kegley, an alumnus of North- 
western with the degrees of A.B. and 
A.M., will in the near future finish all 
requirements for the doctorate. He has 
been an effective leader of youth, par- 
ticularly in the student field, and was 
the first full-time pastor for students 
in the Chicago area before he became 
pastor of St. Paul’s. 


The Rev. C. L. Richardson, Ehrhardt, 
S. C., accepted the call to become pas- 
tor of the Edinburg Pastorate of the 
Virginia Synod. He began his duties in 
his new pastorate on the first of Sep- 
tember. 


During the vacation season the Rev. 
Ralph L. Wagner served as guest 
preacher on successive Sundays in the 
following churches: St. Michael’s, Har- 
risburg, the Rev. Joseph L. Schantz 
pastor; Trindle Spring, Mechanicsburg, 
the Rev. Charles I. Rowe pastor; Trin- 
ity, Camp Hill, the Rev. Howard F. 
Bink pastor; St. Paul’s, New Cumber- 
land, the Rev. Elwood S. Falkenstein 
pastor; and St. Matthew’s, Harrisburg, 
the Rev. Dr. Grayson Z. Stup pastor. 


The Rev. M. L. Zirkle resigned the 
Capon River Pastorate at Wardensville, 
W. Va., to accept the call to become 
pastor of the Orkney Springs Charge 
of the Virginia Synod September 1. 
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If You're Going to the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF CURRENT FEATURE FILMS 


Films marked M may appeal to Mature Audience. 
Films marked Y may appeal to Young People. 


Prepared by Independent Filmscores, a private reviewing service 


Dr. Broadway 


(Par.) meets trouble when dying 
M. Carey crook assigns money to 
him for delivery to es- 


Jean Phillips 
; tranged daughter. 


Melodrama. Young doctor 


Setting, with assorted minor the- 
atrical characters as doctor’s pa- 
tients, is interesting, but film as a 
whole is only routine fare. M, Y 


Probably designed to fill in on a 
double feature, this is stilted, ob- 
vious melodrama. 


Escape from Hong Melodrama, with wise- 
Kong (Univ.) eracks and slapstick, as 
Leo Carillo three cocky Americans as- 
Andy Devine sist in the flight from Hong 

Kong. 
Footlight Serenade Musical. Backstage plot 


(Fox) 

Betty Grable 
Victor Mature 
John Payne 
Jane Wyman 


sical show, 


the girl. 


Her Cardboard 
Lover (MGM) 
Norma Shearer 


Robert Taylor vious results. 


about egotistical prize- 
fighter starred in a mu- 
and his less 
spectacular rival, who wins 


Comedy. The lady hires an 
admirer to make her own 
admirer jealous, with ob- 


Similar to many plot skeletons for 
musical comedies, this has yet a bit 
more substance than average of its 
kind. “Stage” portions are gay, col- 
orful, tuneful. Entertaining. M, Y 


Over-elaborate settings, an over- 
costumed heroine, over-done ges- 
tures, boring in every detail. Of- 
fensively artificial. 


Tales of Manhattan 


(Fox) counting the adventures of 
Chas. Boyer persons who come succes- 
Henry Fonda sively into possession of a 


Jas. Gleason 
Rita Hayworth 
E. Lanchester 
C. Laughton 
Paul Robeson 
E. G. Robinson 
Ginger Rogers 
Ethel Waters 


spectable derelict, 


pers. 


This Is the Enemy 
(Soviet film) 


Drama, in episodes, re- 


certain dress suit: a phil- 
andering actor, a once-re- 
a de- 
serving composer down on 
his luck, a gangster, and a 
family of negro sharecrop- 


Drama, setting forth in five 
episodes separate examples 


An ambitious, pretentious under- 
taking that in some instances 
achieves reality and challenge with 
unusual technique and imagination, 
but in over-all effect is tedious and 
unexciting. In at least two instances 
is in embarassingly bad taste—one 
in which a symphony orchestra au- 
dience behaves grotesquely, and one 
in which a group of negroes are 
presented as little better than 
morons. Falls perhaps from its own 
weight. M 


Interpretation is simple, direct, dra- 
matic—and probably convincing for 


of extreme Nazi brutality 
during current war, both 
on battlefield and behind 


those who want to believe all Ger- 
mans to be sub-human, unrelievedly 
cruel. Hate-inspiring propaganda. 


lines. 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 

For Family: Dumbo, Fantasia, The Gold Rush, The Great Commandment, 
It Happened in Flatbush, The Pride of the Yankees. 

For Mature Audience: Citizen Kane, The Forgotten Village, How Green Was 
My Valley, In This Our Life, Joe Smith—American, King’s Row, Ku Kan, The 
Magnificent Ambersons, The Man Who Came to Dinner, Mokey, Mr. Kipps, Mr. V, 
Mrs. Miniver, My Favorite Blonde, The Pied Piper, Sergeant York, Sullivan’s 
Travels, Target for Tonight, Ten Gentlemen from West Point, This Above All, 


To Be or Not to Be. The Tuttles of Tahiti. 


Congregations 


Bellevue, Ky. September 13 was ob- 
served as Family Day at Trinity 
Church, of which the Rev. Myron Dan- 
ford is pastor. The church and the 
Sunday school rooms have been re- 
decorated and an asphalt tile floor was 
laid in the adult department. This con- 
gregation was a mission through most 
of its history, until 1939. The present 
pastor has completed six years of serv- 
ice during which the congregation has 
increased by one hundred communing 
members. 


Old Zionsville, Pa. August 16 Zion 
congregation observed the annual Har- 
vest Home services. The attendance 
was not so large as in former years, 
but the offering for benevolence 
amounted to $1,000. This congregation, 
of which the Rev. D. C. Kaufman is 
pastor, will celebrate its 185th anniver- 
sary in 1948. 


Philadelphia, Pa. The public rela- 
tions office for the Fourth Naval Dis- 
trict, of which the address is 1315 Wal- 
nut Street, has released a bulletin for 
publication on and after September 14, 
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which points to “an urgent need for 
more navy chaplains.” It is announced 


that while hitherto only ministers less . 


than forty-four years of age were 
eligible for commissions, the rules have 
now been relaxed and the upper age 
limit has been lifted to fifty years or 
over. Several other requirements are 
less stringently enforced. 

The office announces that there are 
eleven denominations in which chap- 
lains are needed. The Lutheran Church 
is among those cited as lacking in a 
full quota of chaplains. 


Upper Darby, Pa. Recently a triple 
celebration was held at Trinity Church, 
the Rev. C. S. Jones pastor. At the ob- 
servance of the fortieth anniversary of 
the laying of the cornerstone of the 
church a letter was read from the first 
pastor, the Rev. William H. Harding, 
who served the congregation for the 
first thirteen years of its existence. 
Bibles for the lectern and the pulpit 
were dedicated. They were memorials 
to Mrs. Jane Brotherston, who died a 


* * 
What Yost Bey With 


WAR BONDS 


Winter fiying jackets for both the 
Army and Navy Air Corps are regu- 
lar equipment for our aviators. They 
cost from $12 to $18 and are made of 
horsehide leather lined with sheep 
shearling. 


Purchase of one $18.75 War Bond, 
for which you receive $25 in 10 
years, will pay for one of these jack- 
ets so necessary for our airmen fly- 
ing at high altitudes and in northern 
climes. So you and your neighbors 
can do your bit by investing at least 
10 percent of your salary every pay 
day in War Bonds to help pay the 
cost of this equipment for intrepid 
American flyers. Join the parade, 
and help top the War Bond Quota in 
your county. U.S. Treasury Department 


BSHSSIERING 


Church Furnis + 


“BRASS 
FABRICS bd WIND IDOWS 


few months ago in the ninety-first year 
of her age. A silk service flag bearing 
fourteen stars was dedicated to the 
men in the serviee. 

An additional $400 was paid off on 
the indebtedness of the congregation, 
making a total of $2,650 paid recently. 


Utica, N. Y. Members and friends of 
the Church of the Holy Communion 
paid special attention to the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the marriage of 
their pastor, the Rev. L. F. Wagschal, 
and of his ordination. Miss Dorothy 
Jensen, speaking for the congregation, 
presented Mrs. Wagschal with a bou- 
quet of orchids and the pastor with 
carnations, and presented them with a 
gift of $130 with a request that they 
go shopping soon. In the afternoon 
open house was held at the pastor’s 
residence, when many of the members 
of the congregation and community 
and all of the fellow Lutheran pastors 
of the city called to extend greetings. 

In the evening St. Matthew’s congre- 
gation at Laurens, N. Y., the Rev. 
C. C. Kloth pastor, held a service at 
which Mr. and Mrs. Wagschal were 
guests of honor. In this church the 
wedding took place twenty-five years 
ago. The congregation was organized 
by the Rev. A. Kirkegaard, father of 
the bride. Much of the burden of or- 
ganization and the early work of the 
congregation fell on the shoulders of 
Mrs. Wagschal, who was organist and 
choir leader in the newly organized 
congregation. 

At this special service Dr. Videbeck 
of Brooklyn preached the sermon. The 
service was followed by a reception at 
which greetings were brought by Dr. 
Videbeck, Dr. W. G. Boomhower, and 
Dr. C. W. Leitzell, who had figured in 
the marriage service a quarter of a 
century ago and in the ordination of 
Pastor Wagschal. 

The Church of the Holy Communion 
dedicated a Christian flag which is to 
stand beside the altar in the Chil- 
dren’s Chapel along with the American 


-flag. It is a memorial to Mrs. William 


Bonfield, who was an ardent worker in 
the Sunday school and Missionary 
Guild from the organization of the 
church in 1888 and until the time of 
her death in 1938. 


FOR SERVICE MEN 


Seattle, Washington. Mrs. B. Almin- 
Vickner, chairman of the Lutheran 
Woman’s League of Seattle and Vicin- 
ity, and her co-workers are deeply in- 
terested in rendering the greatest pos- 
sible service to men in the armed forces 
of the United States for whom the 
Puget Sound area is responsible. She 
writes that there are three service cen- 
ters, as follows: Bremerton, Tacoma, 
and Seattle. All of these are in active 
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service, and each supplies an oppor- 
tunity for forming contacts between 
men in the armed forces and their 
friends and relatives in the civilian 
population. 

Mrs. Almin-Vickner urges parents 
and friends to make use of the facilities 
of these stations. She writes: “If your 
husband, son, or brother, or your 
neighbor’s son, is in the service, tell 
him about these centers (there are 
thirty-two in the country). Ask him 
to make a friendly call whenever or 
wherever he sees one. He will be given 
a welcome and made to feel at home.” 

The following are the addresses of 
the pastors in charge of the centers: 

Seattle: 205 University Street, Pas- 
tor Paul V. Randolph. 

Tacoma: 1003 Pacific Avenue, Pas- 
tor George Loftness. 

Bremerton: 232 Washington Avenue, 
Pastor T. O. Svare. 


THROUGH A WOMAN’S EYES 
(Continued from page 11) 


As a chaplain’s wife, I have been in 
personal contact with this work long 
enough to observe some of its fruits. 
Partly in response to this personal in- 
terest taken in them by their Church, 
partly as a result of their early training 
which makes them acutely conscious of 
their conscientious obligation to attend 
divine service every Sunday and major 
holy day, Lutherans in the armed forces 
are among the most faithful attendants 
at divine worship. I have sat in one 
of the army’s white houses of worship 
in the midst of a congregation of Lu- 
theran soldiers and nurses that filled it 
nearly to capacity. Before the chapels 
were built, I have seen them throng 
into the recreation halls that are still 
used in some places for services. I have 


‘ marveled at the way they have adapted 


themselves to adverse circumstances 
and inconvenient hours. I have wor- 
shiped with them in basements, in 
reading rooms, in War Department 
theaters, in hospital waiting rooms, in 
barracks, and under a blazing Kansas 
sun out-of-doors. I recall one mem- 
orable Sunday morning at Ft. Francis 
E. Warren, Wyoming, when the key to 
the room usually used for Lutheran 
services had disappeared and the serv- 
ice had to be conducted in the bleak 
upper tiers of the gymnasium, with 
some of the worshipers sitting on the 
bare concrete floors and the rest on a 
few ancient chairs resurrected from 
the dusty basement. The altar was im- 
provised by laying a traveling case 
across two chairs, the crucifix, candle- 
sticks, and sacred vessels crowding one 
another on top of it. Yet in the com- 
mon faith and the common Saviour 
that brought us together, the setting 
was forgotten. 


September 23, 1942 


I am persuaded that the Lutheran 
Church’s program of service to service 
men will pay—as it has already begun 
to pay—tremendous dividends in keep- 
ing the men and women whom our par- 
ishes are sending into the armed forces 
faithful to their Saviour and in bring- 
ing others into contact with His saving 
and sanctifying grace. Yet even the 
incidental by-products have very con- 
siderable value. I think of the fact 
that this program of co-ordinated ef- 
fort has brought the various branches 
of the Lutheran Church closer together 
than we dreamed or hoped might be 
possible a decade ago. The Lutheran 
Church is united in its determination 
that in this war our sons and daughters 
in the armed forces shall not march 
alone.—N. L. C. Bulletin. 


AGE AND SYNOD LIMITS 
(Continued from page 31) 


church live and die in what would be 
considered obscure places. 

In spite of the fact that there are 
folks who will tell you otherwise, the 
ministry in the United Lutheran Church 
has been a crowded profession. This 
has been particularly true in the east- 
ern part of our country. All branches 
of Lutherans in America have thus far 
supplied the United States Army and 
Navy with approximately 300 chap- 
lains and there are synods that still 
have ministers without charges and a 
considerable number are engaged in 
secular employment. Much as we de- 
plore war, the present demand for 
chaplains bids fair to help somewhat 
to relieve this very problem and make 
possible in the next few years a freer 
movement of pastors among the con- 
gregations. We must now guard against 
force pump and hot house methods to 
inveigle more men into the ministry 
than we need and so overcrowd the 
ministry in our church that, when the 
men who have given their service to 
their country come back, there will be 
no place for them and we shall be 
found so unchristian as not to care 
what happens to them. Pastor B. 


BIENNIAL CONVENTION OF THE UNITED 
LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 


Notice is hereby given that the thirteenth 
biennial convention of the United Lutheran 
Church in America will be held in Louisville, 
Ky., beginning October 14, 1942. The business 
sessions of the convention will be held in the 
Brown Hotel. The Opening Service will be held 
at 7.30 P. M. (Central War Time), Wednesday, 
October 14, in First Lutheran Church, 417 E. 
Broadway, the Rev. H. C. Lindsay pastor. 

W. H. Greever, Secretary, 
United Lutheran Church in America. 


U. L. C. A. BROTHERHOOD CONVENTION 


Notice is hereby given that the thirteenth 
biennial convention of the Brotherhood of the 
United Lutheran Church in America will be 
held in Louisville, Ky., beginning October 11, 
1942. The opening Brotherhood Service will be 
held at 7.30 P. M. (Central War Time), Randay: 
October 11, in Memorial Lutheran Church, 


Louisville, Ky., the Rev. Edward E. Hummon 
pastor. The business sessions will be held in 
the Brown Hotel, Louisville, starting Monday 
morning, October 12, at 9.00 A. M. 

O. Roy Frankenfield, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The twenty-third annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Indiana 
Synod will be held at Holy Trinity Church, 
South Bend, Ind., October 6-8. The convention 
will open with a Communion Service at 4.00 
P. M., with the Rev. E. H. Daube, host pastor, 
preaching the sermon. 

Mrs. Virgil L. Yohe, Sec. 


The fifty-seventh annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod will be held October 22-25 at 
Calvary Church, Louisville, Ky., following the 
U. L. C. A. convention in Louisville. 

The principal speakers will be Mrs. O. A. 
Sardeson, resident of the Women’s Missionary 
Society of the U. L. C. A., and Miss Nona 
Diehl, executive secretary. 

Mrs. Edwin J. Detmer, Sec. 


_ The Women’s Missionary Society of the Mich- 
igan Synod will hold its twenty-third annual 
convention in Trinity Church, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., October 7 and 8, Ralph J. White, D.D., 
pastor. Mrs. E. J. Hill, Sec. 


The forty-sixth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Wilkes- 
Barre Conference of the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania will be held Wednesday, October 28, in 
Trinity Church, Bowmanstown, Pa., the Rev. 
R. A. Beck pastor. Dorothy Watt, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the East- 
ern Conference of the United Synod of New 
York will be held Tuesday, October 27, in St. 
James Church, Gloversville, N. Y., the Rev. 
C. L. Schaertel pastor. Speakers will include 
Miss Charlotte Kao of China and Miss Selma 
Bergner. Mrs. Clayton Van Deusen, Sec. 


ACTION ASKED! 
The Publicity Committee of the United Lu- 


-theran Church: is again seeking assistance to- 


ward securing continent-wide coverage and 
publication of the news of the Louisville con- 
vention of the Lutheran Brotherhood and of 
the United Lutheran Church in America. Pas- 
tors, individual laymen, church councils, broth- 
erhoods, and delegates to the conventions are 
urged to make verbal or written request of 
their local papers to ask for wire service 
coverage of convention news and to publish it 
when received. ‘ 


CLERGY FARES 


Effective September 1, 1942, in Southwestern 
and Western Territories 


Effective September 1, 1942, the railroads in 
the territory west of, and including, Chicago, 
St. Louis, Memphis, Vicksburg and New Orleans 
will adopt the same practice as has been in 
effect for a number of years in the territory 
east of Chicago and St. Louis and have but 
one class of clergy fares, regardless of the class 
of equipment in which the passenger travels. 

The basis for clergy fares will be one-half 
of the first-class fare (approximately 1.65 cents 
per mile) and that fare will apply for tickets 
good in sleeping and parlor cars or in coaches. 

TRANS-CONTINENTAL PASSENGER ASSOCIATION 

WESTERN PASSENGER ASSOCIATION 

SouTHWESTERN PASSENGER ASSOCIATION 


OBITUARY 
The Rev. Carl A. Naumann 


died July 18, 1942. He was born June 22, 1874, 
at Osterholz, Germany, and came to the United 
States when he was four years old. His father 
had come from. Odessa, Russia, where he had 
served as a Lutheran minister and organized a 
Lutheran church; he came as a missionary in 
the Lutheran Church to serve at Rochester, 
New York. 

After completing his elementary and high 
school education, following a few years of work 
in the business world, Pastor Naumann en- 
tered the Chicago Lutheran Seminary in 1905, 
where he served as secretary to the late Pres- 
ident R. F. Weidner. He was graduated from 
this institution in 1908 and went immediately 
to his first pastorate in Ligonier, Pa. He served 
this parish for six years. In 1914 he became 
pastor of Reformation Church, Milwaukee, Wis., 
and in 1920 he was called to St. Paul’s Church, 
Evanston, Ill. During the early years of his 
pastorate in Evanston the present church was 
erected. 

In November 1908 he was united in marriage 
to Miss Margaret Lenhart, who died May 5, 
1918. This marriage was blessed with three 
children: Elizabeth, Margaret, and Richard. 
June 26, 1919, he was united in holy wedlock 
to Miss Esther Heidemann of Evanston. This 
marriage was blessed by five children: Carl, 
Jr., Ruth, Patricia, Frederick, and David. Be- 
sides his devoted wife, all the children remain 
be moun his passing except Carl, Jr., who died 

Pastor Naumann was noted for the intense 
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MARION 


COMEPEGE 


A LUTHERAN 
COLLEGE FOR 
YOUNG WOMEN 


Accredited Junior 
College and last two 


years of High School 

in famous “blue 

grass” region of Vir- 

ginia, Liberal Arts, 

Pre-library, Pre- 

nursing, Pre-journal- 
ism, Pre-social Work, Education, Business Edu- 
cation, Home Economics, Music, Speech. Happy 
home and social life in atmosphere of South- 
ern culture. 68th year. Rates, $475.00 to $520.00. 
Catalogue and view book.—H. J. Rhyne, Pres., 
Box K, Marion, Va. 


St. Paul, Minnesota 


FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 


CHARLES AVE. and MACKUBIN 8T. 
SERVICES 8 A. M. and 11 A. M. 
CHARLES L. GRANT, D.D., Pastor 


YOUR ADDRESS 


Is your name and address correct as it 
appears on the address label of this copy 
of “The Lutheran?” If not, will you 
please clip the label from this issue, indi- 
cate on it the necessary corrections, and 
mail it to “The Lutheran,” 13th and 
Spruce Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. 


If you change your address, please send 
a written notice, giving the old as well 
as the new address, to “The Lutheran” 
two weeks before the change is to be- 
come effective. 


This service will save “The Lutheran” 
many dollars since the Post Office De- 
partment now makes a charge of Two 
Cents for reporting a change of address 
to the publisher. Formerly this was done 
free. Your co-operation also will avoid 
errors. 


THANK YOU 


CHURCH LIGHTING FIXTURES 
FOR SALE: Three beautiful Gothic Lanterns. 
Used only a few years. Gold plated; fine glass. 
Removed because restored colonial interior.— 
Write: Rev. Phares O. Reitz, Berrysburg, Pa. 


vigor of his Christian ministry and the unusual 
power of his preaching. He took an active part 
in the life of each of the communities in which 
he served as a minister. His health began to 
break in the summer of 1939 and his parish 
granted him a leave of absence for six months, 
during which time he and his family were in 
Tucson, Ariz. His health failed to improve and 
he returned in January 1940 and moved to 
Chicago, Ill., where he and a portion of his 
family became members of Unity Lutheran 
Church. 

The funeral service was conducted July 20 
by his pastor, the Rev. Millard H. Stiles. Burial 
took place in Rosehill Cemetery, Chicago, Ill. 

Charles W. Kegley. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Allbeck, D.D., M. M., from 807 Park Ave., West 
Mansfield, Ohio, to Hicksville, Ohio. 

Harshman, D.D., R. A., from 406 E. Rensselaer, 
Bucyrus, Ohio, to 7423 Dellbank Drive 
(Brooklyn), Cleveland, Ohio. 

Hummon, D.D., John E., from 424 Cannon St., 
Syracuse, N. Y., to 3811 W. Broadway, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Marxen, J. N., from R. F. D. 1, Columbus, 
Nebr., to Blue Hill, Nebr. 

Meyer, Emil, from 215 Delmas Ave., San Jose, 
Veeere id to 3900 Lake Shore Ave., Oakland, 

a 


Shindler, Raymond C., from Chaplains’ School, 
N.O.B., Norfolk, Va., to U. S. Naval Air Sta- 
tion, N.O.B., Norfolk, Va. 
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